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The website has
loads of interesting
information about
OMEP events! You
can also contact
our webmaster,
Nancy Quisenberry,
by sending her a
message from our
website to give her
your news,
thoughts and ideas.
Or contact her
directly at
nancyg@siu.edu
Web Address:

http://omep-usnc.org
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Newsletter Editor:
Lita Haddal

WI Child Care
Information Center
Send all submissions
and correspondence to

lita.haddal@dpi.state.wi.us

President’'s M essage

Dear OMEP Members:

We enjoyed many rewarding professiona
experiencesthispast year. OMEP-USNC
membersattended and presented at the
World Congressin Melbourne, Australia, in
July. KateKolchin, our representativetothe
United Nations, wasrecognized by our
organization for her outstanding advocacy
effortson behalf of children. Weasowant to
thank Dr. Cathy Mogharreban for her many
yearsof serviceasour treasurer and wel-
comeour new Treasurer, Dr. Milly Cowles
(mcowl es@bd | south.net). Questions about
membership should now bedirectedto Dr.
Cowles.

Several OM EP-USNC membersco-
authored articlesin Young Children’sInterna-
tional 1ssue, September, 2004. You canfind
thesearticlesat naeyc.org. Click on Beyond
the Journd (BTJ). In October, the Online

I nterest Forum-Children’sGlobal Issueswas
launched onthe NAEY C website. For more
informationandtojointhelnterest Forumgo
to naeyc.org and click on Interest Forum.
You must havean NAEY C membership
number tologin.

Our myriad of activitiesat NAEY Cwerea
resounding success. OMEP-USNC and
NAEY Cworked collaboratively to offer an
International Film Festivd at thefall confer-
enceinAnaheim. Because of the effortsof

many OMEP-USNC membersand the
leadership of EdnaRanck and Carol Darcy,
itwasa“standingroomonly” event. Weare
planning to offer the sametype of programin
Fal 2005. Thelnternational Coffee Hour and
Poster SessoninAnaheimwerevery well
attended and featured ten outstanding sub-
missions. Regrettably, last year so marked
the passing of Gordon Klopf, an honorary life
member of OMEP-USNC.

Thetoy lendinglibrary in Haiti that our
organization supportshasreopened and Leah
Adams, NorthAmerican Vice President, is
sharing the progresswith the Board mem-
bers. We arelooking forward to the World

Continued on page 3

M essage from the Editor

Children in a New York child care center
after “9-11" were seen to reenact the disas-
ter in their block play. Instead of knocking
the towersdown violently, they rescued doll
figures hidden in the blocks. The message
they seemed to want to commit to memory
through practicing it in play was hopeful and
empowering. In order to copewith dramatic
change, they changed theending. Intheend,
that isthe whol e point of hope.

Continued on page 3




OMEP Breakfast at
ACEIl Annual Conference

TheAssociation for Childhood Education
Internationa (ACEI) Annua International
Conferenceand Exhibition takes place
March 23-26, 2005 at the Grand Hyatt
Washington, Washington, DC. Thisyear's
conferencethemeis. The Future of Our
Education: Government, Pedagogy and
Practice.

OMEP-USNC annually hostsabreakfast at
the conference. Thisyear the breakfast will
take placeon March 25, from 7:30 am.-
8:30am.intheMarriott Ballroom.

LitaHaddal, OMEP-USNC Board Member
representing the Great L akesRegion and
Editor of the OMEP-USNC Newd etter, will
bethisyear'sspeaker. Mrs. Haddal isa
resident of both the USA and Norway. She
will ingpireusfor the upcoming OMEP
World Congressin northern Norway in 2006
throughdides

and persond
reflections
fromher
many years
workingin
Norwegian
childcare
centers.
Norway isaleader in promoting and
applying the UN Convention onthe Rightsof
the Child by appointing an ombud for chil-
dren andlegidating the CRC into Norwegian
law.

OMEP News

For moreinformation onthe ACEI Annua
2 Conferenceand Exhibition, vigt
www.acei.org or phone, (800) 423-3563.

L etter from Cuba

HavanaCity
January 20th, 2005

Dear Colleagues:

Onbehdf of the Cuban Organizing Commit-
teeand mysdlf, | wouldliketoinviteyouto
participatein the Seminar of theWorld
Organizationfor Preschool Education
(OMEP) and the 7th International Meeting
onnitia and Preschool Education of the

L atin American References Center for
Preschool Education (CELEP) tobeheldin
the Havana I nternational Conference Center
from July 10th to 15th, 2005, in Cuba.

Aswith previous Seminarsof OMEP, wewill
keep great emphasison the scientific program
qudity, invitingwell-known nationd andinter-
national professorsto enrich each other, our
own experiences, and increase collaboration.

Thisimportant event will alow thediscussion,
sharing and exchanging of ideas between pro-
fessonadsfromal over theworld about theedu-
cational processfor the development of the
early childhood: Its rel-
evanceand quality.

We hope to count on

your atendancein July

2005, in Havana,

Cuba, and wewill ap-
preciaehearingfromyou
if you areinterested.

Best Regards,
|daniaVegaFerndndez
Promotiona Specidist
Havana Conference Center

For further information visit our website

www.| oseventos.cu/omep2005
(To receive a copy of the preliminary programin

m English, contact OMEP-USNC newsletter editor).



Presidents M essage
Continued from page 1

ForuminMontreal in May and the OMEP
conferencein Cubain July. LillianKatzand
Leah Adamshave beenresearchingthe
regulationsfor gaining permissontotravel to
Havana. Wewill send aninformational note
toal interested membersby e-mail aswe
learnmore.

Please continueto sharethe successes of
OMEP-USNC and recruit new members.
We have established several committeesand
have many waysfor each of you to partici-
pate moreactively intheorganization.

Gwendolyn Coe
coe@uwplatt.edu
OMEP-USNC President

Development & Awards Chair

The Development & Awards Committee met
in November, 2004. The committee is
proposing athree-year structurefor awards.
The proposal will be brought beforethefull
Board for approval at the OMEP-USNC
Spring Board Meeting in Washington, DC.
They are adso in the process of contacting
potential award donorsand request helpfrom
OMEP members in suggesting persons or
entitiesto contact. Pleasesendtheinformation
to:

Dr. BlytheHinitz
Email: hinitz@tcnj.edu
Fax: (609)637-5197, Attn: Dr. Hinitz

Message from the Editor
Continued from page 1

Few stories of disaster are as well known as
the story of Noah and the massive flood which
took him, hisfamily and many pairsof animals
off on a 40-day and 40-night voyage which
must have tested their coping skills greatly.
Even when the endless rain ceased, the boat
was adrift in unknown territory with no famil -
iar past and no understandable futurein sight.
A sign of hope given to Noah then was a ledf,
which meant that the waters were abating and
land would once again appear. The green |eaf
signified growth and renewal and hope for a
better day.

This ancient story feels particularly relevant
after the December 2004 tsunami in SouthAsia
and the sweeping losses suffered there by
people from over 40 different countries. The
outpouring of sympathy from around theworld
includes offersto help rebuild, demonstrating
that crisis carrieswith it the element of oppor-
tunity and renewal.

We have the opportunity to bring the green
leaf of hopeto thousands of childrenin South
Asia by participating now in the worldwide
OMEP appeal for fundsto rebuild early child-
hood programs in the regions struck by the
tsunami. Please carry our OMEP-USNC ap-
peal letter to the networks and organi zations
you access locally and nationally. Ask your
workplace and colleaguesto support it. Seek
the help of students, parents and politicians.
Thereis no dictated activity involved in this
fund drive; be it a bake sale, carwash, or a
phone or email campaign- write a check to
OMEP-USNC and mail it to OMEP-USNC
Treasurer Milly Cowles by March 20.

L et'sdo our best to change the ending for the
children.

-Lita Haddal, editor

Iw OMEP-USNC Board Reports
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Ih OMEP-USNC Board Reports
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A Farewdll from the Treasurer

After 6 wonderful yearsof serving OMEP-
USNC asTreasurer, itistimetoturnthe
coffersover to our newly elected Treasurer,
Milly Cowles. It hasbeenaprivilegeto
work with so many dedicated professionals
inagtellar organization with suchworthy
aims. | have had the opportunity tolearn so
much about the U.S. National Committee,
about world projects, and about the OMEP

friendswhom | have become so very fond of .

| leavethe position with mixed emotions, but
| know that wearein very good hands.

Therearethreethoughtsthat | wouldliketo
leavewith our members. First, findwaysto
beactivein OMEP - therewards are so
much greater than merely professiond.
Second, recruit friendsand colleaguesto
OMEP-USNC,; thereisstrengthin numbers
and our future depends on our growth.
Third, beproud of theunique nature of this
organization. Our mission, our structureand
our tenacity makeustruly unique. Wedo
makeadifferencel

Thank youtoal of the Executive Board
memberswith whom | haveworked over the
years. Your experience, support and good
sensewereinvaluableto me; and your
friendships, priceless. Pleasejoinmein
welcoming Milly Cowlesasthe 2005 Trea
surer of OMEP-USNC and promise our
support to her as shetakes on thiscomplex
and chdlenging position.

With loveand commitment to our world's
children,

Cathy Mogharreban,
Treasurer 1999-2004

Newsletter Editor

In September, 2004, | accepted thejob asedi-
tor of the OMEP-USNC Newsletter for the
next 4issues. Dueto problemswith labelsand
deivery, many OMEPmembersdidnot recelve
newdettersin 2003-2004. Therefore, theFall
| ssue contained core material sfrom previous
issuesand an updated list of Board Members.
Tomakethe newdetter truly useful toreaders,
| need to haveinput from &l membersaround
the country. They should submit materiasof
any lengthinthefollowing categories:

» Articlesthey havewrittenthemselves

*  Pertinent newsof members

» Articlesauthored by others

* Projectandinitiativeideas

e Photosinjpgformat

» Ingpirational and humorous quotes,

prose or poetry

o Datesof importance
| intend to have an updated list of international
meeting and conference opportunitiesin each
issue. Hopefully, by finding the newdetter a
reliable source of current information, mem-
berswill cometo contribute newsto the editor
asthey hear of it.

LitaHaddal

lita.hadda @dpi.gate.wi.us
OMEP-USNC Newdetter Editor

| have a ssimple philosophy;
Fill what's empty,

Empty what's full,

Scratch where it itches.

-Alice Longworth Roosevelt




From December 2003 through July 2004, |
resided in Moss, Norway, where | worked
with county-run child care centersasastaff
deve oper andliaison between saff and county
administration. | wasunableto attend any
OMEP-USNC meetingsduring that time.

Contactsand publicity opportunities

~ | wrotean articleon my work in Norway
which was accepted by NAEY Cfor itson-
line publication Beyond the Journal,
appearing concurrently withthefal issueof
Young Children, alsofocusing oninterna-
tional education.

~ Through thefree screen saver on
Children’sRights(Based on UNICEF's
photo poster seriesto remind all of the need
everyday toremember children’srights, this
can be accessed at http://wwwv.uni cef.org/

crc/screen.htm), | have made contact ® O ® H heNAEY CANNLd
with people passing by my work our at the nnd
- Conference. Johnettaissued
areawhoseinterest has ® Reg\ hecall f s and
been captured by Q ® aKed e ® thecall for proposalsan
: O { OV e fielded questions, whilel
theimages. O ored e O §(00 ® . )
® a O e o compiled and printed the
They have De Ve O\l\?’ 3¢ @) :
requested o @ dea\iase e“\\) e \)00“5\ .\0(\,&\ session program. 10
) o
ordering ® \\N%No\)'? Ga‘\j?x\l 00830 a‘fgc;\oa‘e presenters, fromthe
informationand ® \N\\'oe'\/\o 02" (ST u go™ ® USandKorea, will
: : 2\ ¥ oY (@ befeatured at the
information ® e e WOV ot o
regarding OMEP. ® (eQ‘esg \0‘““,28‘@(\06 \?\J ono® @® OMEP-USNC
L@ N e o © @ 2004 Poster
~ | met Norway's @ o YU xa @ Session. The
‘ \Y B @ .
Ombudsman for oV in content of this
Children, attendedone @ nco\“ year'sposter session
Early Childhood Confer- @ PS O reflectsglobal engagementinthe
ence, and spokewith O ® @ quality of childhood education onthe
teacher educatorsfrom O ® part of the presenterswho have donesignifi-

severd early childhood teacher
trainingingtitutions. Bearingin mindthat
the OMEPWorld Assembly will betaking
placein Norway in 2006, | hopethese
contactsand our friendshipswith OMEP
membersin Norway can be of useto
OMEP-USNC memberswho will attend.

OMEP-USNC Children’sDay
OMEP-USNC Children’'sDay istobean
annua event. Together with Dorothy Sailor
and Gwen Coe, | haveworked to increase
theamount of promotiona materidsavail-

ableto disseminateregarding OMEP-USNC GREAT
Children’sDay, November 20. Asin 2003, |

compiled apacket of activity ideasand LAKES
resourcesfor parents, child care providers | ndiana
and teachersto usetoinformand inspiretheir ..
communitiesto valuechildren. Nancy lllinois
Quisenberry will be posting thesematerials M ichigan
onthe OMEP-USNC website. Anelec- .
tronic versonin PDFformat can bee-mailed Ohio
by request. Wisconsin

NAEYC - OMEP Poster Session
November 12, 2004
JohnettaMorrison and | organized the 2004
OMEP-USNC Poster Session onthetheme,
“TheYoung Years. Zeroto Three, Preschool
and Primary Care and Education”, totake
placeinAnaheim, CA, on November 12,
2004, at OMEP sInternational
@®  sodia Conversition (Coffes)

cant research.

Other OM EP committments
~ Himfegiva committee
~ OMEP-USNC Newdletter Editorship

LitaHaddal -Region 2 Representative
Wisconsin Child Carelnformation Center
2109 S Stoughton Rd

Madison, WI 53716

608/ 224-5388

lita haddal @dpi .state.wi.us

USNC-OMEP
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MID- "Hur'r'ay for the children, please join in tfoday,

ATLANTIC Our hope and our spirit chase trouble away.
Ddaware Our work is important, our play helps us grow
bt Through storm or through sunshine, fogether we go."
Di strict Of —Children s Day Song, Lita Kate Haddal, 2003
Columbia
Maryland ednaranck@verizonnet ¥k  202-333-4146
NaN Ja‘w www.omep-usnc.org
Pennsylvania
Virginia  HitoOMEP-USNCMembersinRegion|lI:
West

... By now you' rewell into another season for early childhood education and care (ECEC) and all
Vir ginia itsinternational aspects. Here' syour chanceto learn more about what’sgoing on and to share
your feed-back with colleagues about what you' re doing with and for young childrentheworld
over. Fedl freeto sharethisto colleaguesand, at the sametime, urge them to become mem-
bers of OMEP-USNC!

1. Votingfor OMEP-USNC officers. Bdlotsfor theannual election arriveinlate summer.
Pleasereturn your postcard ballot assoon asyou get it. And think about running for an
OMEP-USNC officeyoursalf. Send meinformation about your interest and I’ Il forward
your nameto the Nominating Committee.

2. TheNEW OMEP-USNC Newdletter. Thanksto Gene Gei&t, the out-going editor, and
LitaHaddal, the new editor, OM EP members have awonder-ful newd etter that hasbeen
emailed to all memberswith email addresses. Don’'t missaword. Seethe schedul e of
OMEP-USNC eventsat NAEY C. Read about Region |11 and itsspecial fund awards.
Let meknow if you haven't received yourswith areply email.

. Children’sDay —the 20" of every month. Please observethismonthly holiday and let
meand your colleaguesknow what you’ ve been doing on thisauspiciousholiday. Inour
daily existence, weget caught upinroutineactivities. Fromtimeto time, look beyond your
own 4 wallsand do something exciting for the children throughout theworld. Check the
OMEPwebpagefor moreinformation.

4. GLOBAL ISSUES. VisittheNAEY C website www.naeyc.org and jointhe new Com-
munity websitefor “global children’sissues.” Thisonlinechat room offersregular opportu-
nitiesto discussglobal concernswith colleagues. Onthe NAEY C webpage, click on
“members-only” andthenon“log-in.” Enter your NAEY C Member | D asyour log-in
ID. It'sonyour NAEY C membership card and thelabel onyour Young Children. Enter
your first nameup to 10 char acter sasyour password. Click onLogin. Find
“NAEY Clnterest Forums. Click onthelink “Jointhe Discussion.” Justincase, NAEYC
tellsyouwhat to do if you have aproblem.

* Regional Report - Region |11
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5. NAEYCAnnual Conference—OMEP-USNC hasnumerousactivitiesplanned during
theannual NAEY C conference. Thisistheevent that housesour annual fall meeting. A
schedule of OMEP-USNC activitieswil beinthenewdetter and will also belistedinthe
NAEY CFind Program. Herearesomehighlights:

* CHILDREN'SFILM FESTIVAL - Viewing theworld’'sfuture: Afestival of
children’sfilmsthat’s a joint effort of OMEP & NAEYC! Sx hours of a variety
of filmsfor parents, professionals and friends of children everywhere!

» GLOBAL PERSPECTIVES-Seminarsfromthe November 2004 conferencein
Anaheim, CA: (1) Educational challengesand needsin Jamaica (planned by
OMEP-USNC) and (2) Making theworld your community: using your early childhood
killsglobdly.

* GLOBALALLIANCERECEPTION& OMEP-USNCINTERNATIONAL
RECEPTION & POSTER EVENT —held smultaneoudy on Friday evening.

* CHILDREN' SGLOBAL I SSUES-A face-to-face meeting of people committed to
early childhood issuesand programsaround theworld who meet on-linein the chat
room provided by NAEY C.

6. Journal Articleson Global ECE: Two prominent ECEC professional journalshave
devoted their September issuesto global ECE topics.
—Young Children, NAEY C, September 2004, Young Learners Around the Globe.
Many articlesare by your OMEP-USNC colleagues.
—Childhood Education, ACEI, International Focus Issue 2004.

Writeareply email to sharewhat you and your colleaguesin Region |11 aredoingto
shar einformation with colleagues, staff, parentsand children about their rolein the
global early childhood community. Thanksfor your contributions.

Edna RunnelsRanck - Region 3 Representative
Westover Consultants, Inc.
Address. 4447 MacArthur Blvd., NW
Washington, D.C. 20007
Phone  (301) 495-7405 Ext.119 Office
(202) 333-4146 Home
Fax: (301) 495-7174
E-Mall: ednaranck@verizon.net

- Regional Report - Region |11
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Arizona
California
Colorado

Hawalii
Nevada
New
M exico
Utah

- Regional Report - Region V||

| did not make any personal contact with
membersinmy regionasl justdidinthe
spring. Instead, | plantotry adifferent
approach to promote OM EP and recruit new
members. | will bepresentingasession
entitled “ Early Childhood Educationfroma
Global Perspective’ next March at the
CaliforniaAssociationfor the Education of
Young Children Conferencein Sacramento. |
will sharemy experience attending the X X1V
World Congressin Mebourneaong with my
other experiencesnetworking with early
childhood colleaguesin other partsof the
world. | have saved some X X1V World
Congressmementosand collected some
OMEPflyers, brochures, booklets, and other
publicationsto sharewith session attendees.
By discussing theissuesexplored at the
XXIV World Congress, suchaschildrenin
difficult circumstances, innovationinservice
delivery, indigenouschildren’sneedsand
services, and children’shealth and social
services, | intend to point out that we early
educatorsall over theworld arefacing smilar
issuesand tackling the same cha lengesbut
wea so sharethe sameloveand mission of
our work. My objectivesaretwo-fold: 1) to
bring the organi zation of OMEPtothe
attendees awareness; and 2) to encourage
themtolook beyond their immediateworld
andthink globdly. I believethat thinking
globally would help early educators put things
inadifferent and better perspective.

Amy Lin Tan - Region 8 Representative

Address: 7751 OakshoreDrive
Sacramento, CA 95831
Phone: (916) 264-4571

Fax; (916) 264-4575
E-Mail: anylintan@dbcglobal .net

— NORTHEAST
C_ Connecticut, Maine,
(@) M assachusetts,

-==_ New Hampshire,

New York, Rhode
| sland, Ver mont

Dear Northeast Region I,

I have, unfortunately, not yet had contacts
from my region! However, | did travel to
Thailand in October where | had a chance
to meet faculty who had been to one of the
OMEP meetings.

Sincerely,

Alicia

In October 2004, Alicia Pagano, Associate
Professor of Education at New Jersey City
Univeraty wasinvited tobeaVisting Professor
at the Queen Rambhai Bharni Rajabbat
University in Chantaburi, Thailand. Whileat
theuniversity sheled seminarswith faculty and
administrators which focused on program
curricula, current educational issues, and
strategiesfor successin the United Statesand
Thailand. Shevistedtheuniversity’spreschool
demondtration school and wasimpressed with
the quality of educational materials and the
program of the school. Shevisited apublic
kindergarten and elementary school in
Chantaburi and noted that the public school was
well-equipped for achild-centered program.
Uponleavingtheuniversity shetraveledtothe
north. At Chiang Mei University shewasan
invited guest at the gala opening of an
internationd art show with artistsfrom Thailand
and Vietnam. Throughout her month-long
travelsin Thailand, shewasgreatly impressed
by the respect that people showed for one
another.

AliciaPagnano - Region 1 Representative

Address PO. Box 313
Unadilla, New York 13849
Phone (607) 369-9050

m E-Mall: apagano29@yahoo.com



OMEP-USNC issad to report the passing of Dr. MarjorieW. Lee, longtime OMEP, NAEY C
and NAECTE member and past NAECTE Nationd Vice President for Membership, in Chicago
on Wednesday December 1, 2004.

MarjorieAnn Washington Leewasbornin 1938, in Washington, DC, the oldest of six siblings.
Marjorie attended the segregated D.C. public school system. Shewasaccepted into the pres-
tigious Paul Lawrence Dunbar High School, graduating in 1956. Always proud of having at-
tended Dunbar High, Marjoriewould talk of how the teachers of the erasought to preparethe
studentsfor leadership, speaking to them in termsof the thingswhich they would accomplish
after they graduated from college.

In 1995, shemarried Frank Leeand they had one son. After compl eting college, battling poor
financesand the prevailing socid biasagainst married women pursuing acareer, Marjorieworked
asafirst gradeteacher. When Project Head Start began asatest program, shesigned onasa
teacher thefirst summer. 1n 1967, whentheD.C. public schoolsprofessiondized their preschool
programwith al certified teachers, she began working asapreschool teacher. Sheearned her
M.Ed. in 1970, serving an assi stantship under Dr. Bernard Spodek, and her Ph.D. in 1980, both
fromtheUniversity of lllinois.

Dr. MarjorieW. Leeworked for twelve yearsat Howard University, Washington, DC, before
going to National-LouisUniversity in 1992 as Professor of Early Childhood Education. At
National-Louis, Dr. Lee worked as Director of the L eadership and Advocacy program and
ended her career asChair of the Department of Early Childhood Education. Marjorietraveled
extensively throughout the USaswell asto England, Denmark, Canada, Israel, India, and Aus-
tralia. Dr. Leeloved being an educator; sheloved her students and had tremendousrespect and
affectionfor her colleagues. In her forty-two yearsasaprofessiond in thefield of education, her
favoritejob wasguiding studentsthough to compl etion of their degree programs, which shedid
asaprofessor for twenty-four years.

A funeral servicewasheld at the Kendrick Memorial Missionary Baptist Church, Chicago,
where her son Rev. Frank Leeisthe pastor.

Dr. Blythe
Hinitzwith Dr.
MarjorieLee
at the 2004
OMEPWorld
Congressin
Mebourne,
Audrdia

ln Memoriam

<

v

N
N

9

USNC-OMEP




OMEP-USNC
Fal Board Meeting
Anagham,
November 10,
2004

North America & the Caribbean
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USNC-OMEP

| am sorry that | am unable to attend and it will be
thefirst USNC Board meeting | have missed in quite
some time. | leave for Bangkok on November 12
and will be out of the country for 38 days, so it is
impossible to make a whirlwind trip to Anaheim. |
will be meeting with OMEP groupsin six countries
during thejourney. 1’ll report on those events when
| see you in the spring. | wish you a productive
meeting and great success with your many USNC

conference activities.
WORLD OMEP

World Executive Committee:

The World Executive Committee will meet in
Santiago, Chile April 1 - 7. 2005. It is good
news that we will be able to hold a Spring Ex-
ecutive Committee meeting since the meetings
are always very busy. We were al concerned
about trying to do the work via email. It has
been made possible by the Chilean OMEP Com-
mittee. They are sponsoring a conference to
make money to (hopefully) cover the airfare of
the Executive Committee members. Each of
us will speak at the conference.

World OMEP Congress/Assembly:

2004: TheWorld Assembly in Melbournewasa
fantastic event. Although many registrations
camein at the last minute, they reached alarge
enough number to more than meet expenses. |
have not yet heard just how much will be given
to World OMERP. It is expected to be less than
what World OMEP had budgeted as income
from the conference, but it is marvelous that
OMEP Australia did not have to face a finan-
cial loss. TheAustralian Committee put an in-
credible amount of work into the event and de-
serve our highest praise for creating such atop
quality conference.

The new Constitution was approved. Changes
include the naming of the annual meeting the
World Assembly, rather than having two years
of World Council meetings plusa“seminar” or
conference, with aWorld Assembly held trien-
nially. Now the annual event isto be called the
World Assembly. However, it may takeawhile
for that semantic change to work its way into
OMEP conversation and print materials.

2005: The World Council and Conference will
be held at the Palacio de Convencionesin Ha-
vana, Cuba. The Executive Committee will
meet July 10, the World Council will meet July
11 and 12, and the Seminar (Conference) on
July 13, 14, 15. So far as | know, there is no
active website about the conference and | have
not received any information with date of sub-
mission for papers. | have requested same and
will pass it on to the USNC board when it is
received. Note: at thismoment, the permission
totravel to Cubais not availableto US citizens
but that situation could change before July 2005.
As the saying goes, stay tuned. Some current
information can befound at:

http://www.treas.gov/offices/enforcement/of ac/

2006: OMEP World Assembly will bein north-
ern Norway.

2007: Mexico City. OMEPMexicoisplanning
to make this a special event, following the old
pattern of alarge, more comprehensive confer-
ence every third year.

NORTHAMERICA & CARIBBEAN

| remain in close contact with OMEP Canada
and write a column for each newsletter. The
Canadian committee remains active with sev-
eral commendable projectsongoing. President
Jacqueline Theriault shared their newly printed
Alphabet Primer (in French only) at the World
Council inMelbourne. Jacqueline reportsthat
they are presently working on anew project for
Haiti. (The project is not an OMEP-Haiti spon-
sored project). This new group is endeavoring
to equip acertain number of librariesin the poorer
areas of the country, not only Port-au-Prince.
They will collect French booksfor childrenfrom
610 12. Haiti's Consulate General in Montreal
will take care of the transportation.

They have recommended that World OMEP
form a partnership with Centre of Excellence
for Early Childhood Development at Université
de Montréal. The Centre focuses on the pro-
motion of recent research in early childhood de-
velopment. The (potential) OMEP contact per-



son at the Centre is at ease with al three offi-
cial OMEP languages.

The secretary of OMEP Haiti, Ghyslaine
Rochelin, reports that their members are safe
and sound after therecent tropical storms, since
they reside primarily inthe Port-au-Prince area.
However, in other areas of Haiti the flooding
caused by the storms resulted in ahigh number
of deaths. OMEP Haiti held the first meeting
for the new school year on October 1. Thetoy
library had to be closed dueto lack of funds but
they are going to try to reopen. She promised to
keep usinformed of their progress.

Good News Note:

Those of you who attended the World Congress
and Assembly in Melbourne know that Joan
Waters, Vice President for Asia and the Pa-
cific, suffered an unfortunatefall on the next to
the last day of the conference. Her leg was
broken right below the hip and very serious sur-
gery and many weeks of rehabilitation were
required. She reported early October that she
was off of crutches and getting around quite
well. | had arecent email asking for informa-
tion about the’ 99 Symposium for a(new) OMEP
book that sheiswriting, so sheisnot letting the
mishap slow her down too much. I’'m sureyou
rejoice with me over her wonderful progress.

Globd Alliance

World OMEP s still considering the option of
joining NAEY C’s Global Alliance. At the Ex-
ecutive meeting prior to World Council in
Meébourne, Selmasaid the World Council would
discuss the issue but not make adecision. The
Executive Committee also discussed it in the
meeting after the end of the conference. At
that time Selmasaid we should formul ate ques-
tionsand asked that Executive Committee mem-
bers send them to her. (Only 4 members were
present at that final meeting: GraciedlaRodriguez
(Latin American VP) had left, Nirmala Rao
(Treasurer) was unable to attend the meetings
in Melbourne, and Joan was in the hospital .)

Many questionswereraised and they serve asagood reminder that
thingsare not dways seen through the same (e.g. our American) eyes.
Rather than attempt to summarizethem, | will attach thetotal list as
sent to the Executive Committee membersby Selma's secretary. |
assumethat thelist wasforwarded to Mark Ginsberg at NAEY C, but
asof thewriting of thisreport, do not haveword that the list had been
senttohim.

HAITI UPDATE!

A recent message from OMEP Haiti secretary Ghyslaine Rochelin
included the good news that the OMEP toy library in Haiti has re-
opened. It was closed for a period of time due to of a lack of
operating funds. The person in charge, Mrs. Dorvil, was able to
solicit help from the neighborhood and they are now serving about
70 children who from 8 - 11 am. Monday, Wednesday and Friday.
Because of the large number of children, the assistants keep some
of them outside for an about an hour whilethe othersareinside, and
then they switch . The message also indicated that the members of
OMEP Haiti aretryingto reevaluate their organization. They will be
holding a recreational day in March as a fund raiser for the Toy
Library. | know that you all join me in wishing them well as they
continueto face the lack of security and the difficult economic situ-
ationintheir country.

| was privileged to visit with OM EP members during recent visitsto
KualaLumpur, India, and Cape Town. | aso met with former mem-
bersin Bangkok who hopeto get aNational Committee going again
and back into our world organization. Such visits remind one that
we are truly an international organization and how much we share
our common goalsfor young children and their education.

Information about the July 2005 World Congress can be found on
the OMEP website at www.omep.org.uk It ishoped that there will
soon be a special website in English. At the time that | am writing
thisinformation for you the only site sponsored by CubaOMEPisin
Spanish. You will notice that the OMEP site (www.omep.org.uk)
aso has word about the OMEP Tsunami Appeal. It should be up-
dated as we know more about what shape the project will take.

LeshAdams
lesh.adams@emich.edu
Vice President for North Americaand the Caribbean

11



OMEP TSUNAMI APPEAL

It is now estimated that over 300,000 people were killed in the initial tsunami disaster on
December 26, 2004, and over 100,000 will be impacted by injury and disease in the aftermath.

100,000 children have lost parents.

(The Sunday Times(London), January 9, 2005)

OMEP WANTS TO RESPOND!

OMEP,
TheWorld Organization for Early Childhood Education,

with its history of being concerned about the world’s children,
their education and their well being,

wants to respond to the recent tragedy in Asia.

UNICEF Executive Director Carol Bellamy said, “There are four basic measures that must be implemented
to give this devastated tsunami generation a fighting chance.”

1. Keeping children alive.

2. Caring for separated children.

3. Ensuring that children are protected from exploitation.

4. Getting them back in school as quickly as possible.

The relief campaign must help children cope with their trauma and train adults who interact with children —
such as teachers and health workers — to spot the signs of severe trauma. “Nothing will signal hope more
clearly than rebuilding and reopening schools,” Bellamy said. “Being in a learning environment gives chil-
dren something positive to focus on, and enables the adults around them to go about the business of rebuild-
ing with greater confidence.” She noted that schools have been damaged and destroyed in every tsunami
country, with ongoing assessments to survey where and when learning can be re-established.

“I'm not satisfied that the global relief effort is focused enough on the more than 1.5 million children made
vulnerable this calamity,” Bellamy said. “We need to push ourselves to the next level of urgency.”

OMEP wants to respond!



OMEP wants to respond!

Since OMEP is not a relief organization and does not have the funds or a current system of mobiliza-
tion for extensive collection and distribution of urgently needed emergency supplies, OMEP will
work together with UNICEF to address this tragedy with a suitable and well-planned project that
looks at long-term needs related to early childhood education.

OMEP is responding by conducting a special appeal from February 1 to March 20, 2005.
Direct donations or proceeds from fund-raising events may be forwarded by March 20,
2005 to:

Milly Cowles, OMEP-USNC Treasurer Checks should be made out to OMEP-USNC.
P.O Box 1436

Fairhope, AL 36533-1436

Email: mcowles@bellsouth.net

The funds will be used to work in conjunction with UNICEF and the OMEP National Committees in
the Asia and Pacific Region on a specific project that addresses the reestablishment of education
and care of children in the affected region.

OMEP wants to respond!

The OMEP World Executive Committee will meet April 2-3, 2005, to determine what the OMEP
project will be, based on the funds received and suggestions from UNICEF and the OMEP regions
worldwide. The long term needs will be more clearly identified by then; it is anticipated that the
OMEP project will support the reestablishment of early childhood programs, help with equipment,
school supplies, booksor thetraining of caregiversto support bereaved children. All OMEPfundswill go
directly intordlief efforts..

OMEP wants YOU to respond!

OMEP’s special response to the horrendous aftermath of the tsunami in Asia is not a one-time
effort. There are many needs of the world’s children. The urgent needs of millions of children in
Africa are not forgotten. OMEP wants to respond. Please help.

For more information regarding UNICEF and the needs of the areas affected by the tsunami:
http://www.unicef.org/media/media_24721.html

For every child
Health, Education, Equality, Protection
ADVAMCE HUMANITY



Press Release/ Time Sensitive
For Immediate Publication

OMEP-USNC
International Organization for Early Childhood Education
United States National Committee
CONTACTS:
LitaHaddal
OMEP-USNC Newd etter Editor
lita.haddd @dpi.state.wi.us
Milly Cowles

mecowl es@bel | south.net

OMEPReachesOut to Childrenin Trouble:
SeeksHelp for Rebuilding After the South Asia Tsunami

MADISON, WISCONSIN—February 1, 2005

Thefiguresfrom one of theworld’ sgreatest natural disasters continueto stagger the minds of peoplein every country.
Itishard to imagine, but an estimated 100,000 children lost parentsin the South Asiatsunami on December 26, 2004.
Daysand weekshave passed sincethat day of total upheaval, but for many, especialy the children, theworld has
changed forever. OMER, theInternational Organization for Early Childhood Education founded in 1948, istaking steps
toward meeting the needs of these children, even asnewsarticlesmove off thefront pages. Information about giving
helpisgiven below.

Carol Bellamy, UNICEF sexecutivedirector, has summed up the devastation brought on by thisevent: “ Therearefour
bas c measuresthat must beimplemented to givethisgeneration afighting chance: keeping childrendive, caringfor
separated children, protecting children from expl oitation, and getting them back to school asquickly aspossible.”

For many children and adults, theinternational relief organizationsare helping them strivefor safety and stability. Atthe
sametime, otherslike OM EP arelooking ahead toward to the future by hel ping affected communitiesrebuild and
restore. OMEPwill cooperate with UNICEF to addressthe needs of young children’seducational programs. To-
gether, they will design and implement asuitable project to meet thelong-term needs of early childhood education
communitiesinthecountriesaffected by thetsunami.

To support the project, OMEPwill conduct aspecia appeal from February 1to March 20, 2005. Inthe United States,
direct donationsfrom individua sor from fund-raising events made out to OMEP-USNC may besentto Milly Cowles,
OMEP-USNC Treasurer, P.O. Box 1436, Fair hope, Alabama 36533-1436, mcowles@bel|south.net.

Thefundswill support activities sel ected by the OM EPWorld Executive Committeewhen it meetsearly inApril.
OMEP expectsthefundswill re-establish early childhood programs, purchase equipment and school supplies, and
providetraining of teachersand caregiversto support bereaved children.

All OMEPfundswill godirectly intorelief efforts.

For moreinformation about OM EP-USNC, contact the names given above. For moreinformation regarding UNICEF

and the needs of the areas affected by thetsunami, contact: http://www.unicef.org/medialmedia_24721.html
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Today Carol Darcy (OMEP-USNC Vice President) and | met with Nurper Ulkuer (Program
Officer—UNICEF Early Childhood Development Division). Shebegan the conversation by
telling usthat theinitia phase of assistance (water, food, medica suppliesand tents) hasbeen
completed. Currently, UNICEF personnel are on site completing an in-depth needs
assessment. Thedetailed information isexpected to beavailablein afew days.

Wewereinterested to hear about thetemporary settlementsthat have been set up to providea
variety of services. Wewereespecialy interested to learn about “ child-friendly

gpaces’ designated within thetent cities. It isimportant to understand that the agerange served
includeschildrenfrombirthto age 18.

At thistime, astherelief effort movesintoits second phase, thereisan anticipated need to
provide Early Childhood expertisetolocal educatorsthroughout theregion. Thiswouldinclude
devel oping EC programswithin the settlements, training local caregivers/educatorsand assisting
families

Thechallengefor OMEPistoidentify memberswho can serveon aninternational team,
contributing technical assistanceto local educatorsand other community-based personnel.
Nurper Ulkuer and | will meet on Feb 7thtowritea*pilot” technical assistance proposal.
Hopefully, thepilot project can serveasamode for additiona Early Childhoodinitiativesinthe
region.

Over and abovefund raising effort that OMEPwill completeby March 27th, thisisan
opportunity for OMEPto assumean activeroleintheevolvingrelief effort—initiating and
contributing to the devel opment of EC programsinthe
region. Further clarification about financia assistancefrom
UNICEF will beforthcoming.

Thisisan exciting project for OMEP!

Best WishestoAll

KateKolchin

Many things we need can wait...
the child cannot.

To them we cannot say tomorrow;,
their name is today.

-Gabriella Marédlla.

OMEP Tsunami Appeal Update
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Busy Hands Can M ake a Difference!

Teddies for Tragediesis a project started by Women's
Roya Voluntary Servicesworkers (W.R.V.S.) in 1985.
They started to knit teddy bears and sent their first
batch to Sudan, where the Emergency Carefor Children
(ECC) nurses were setting up atemporary orphanagein
arefugee camp for 2,000 children with tubercul osis.
The teddies were such as success that more were
reguested. Doctorswho treat children in the third
world found that the teddies were sometimes as
important to healing as the medicines, and since each
child gets to keep the teddy, a continual supply is
needed.

To date the project boasts over 400 volunteers from
Canada, the United States, Australia and Europe.
Teddies have been sent to Albania, Armenia, Brazil ,
Calcutta, CostaRica, Croatia, Jamaica, Lebanon,
Mexico, Nepal, Peru, Romania, Thailand, Uganda, and
Zambia. If you liketo knit and would like to contribute
to the project, the following patterns
are from the Teddies for Tragedies
website. Finished bears or donations
of wool or stuffing may be sent to:
Teddies For Tragedies

c/o Mrs. Gwen Smith

16 FarmersAvenue

Ajax, Ontario

L1T 3S9 CANADA

E-mail: gwens@attcanada.ca

TheKnit Teddy Bear Pattern

Supplies:

Double Knitting wool (worsted weight yarn; or light
sports- weight yarn; if using thinner materials, like
baby-yarn, use 2 or 3 strands)

Needles: Size of needles depends on the thickness of
thewool (material) you are using. Different areas of the
world size their needles differently. The best way to find
out the right size for your work isdo alittle patch in
plain knit pattern to see how tight your stitches are.
The tighter the stitches, the better - so that the stuffing
will not show or be able to come through easily.

In Canada needle sizes 3%2to 4 all theway to size 6
needles are used, depending on the thickness of
knitting material used, but the finished Teddy Bear
should beamaximum of 10inchesor 25 cm.

COLORCHOICES

Main color - any “bear” color for head and paws
Trouser color - your choice

Jumper color -your choice

Scarf color - your choice

The brighter colors used for the trouser, jumper and
scarf, thelivelier the bear will look. Using scraps, and
left over or half skeins of materialsareideal for this
project.

16

Instructions:

Cast on 10 stitches - main color. Knit 10 rows (5ribs).

Changeto trouser color and knit 30 rows (15 ribs).

Put stitches on “holding” needle or use circular needles.

Make another leg in the same way.

Knit acrossall 20 stitchesand work 16 rows (8 ribs).

Changeto jumper color and knit 20 rows (10ribs).

Change to main color for head and also change to stocking stitch.

Work in stocking stitch approximately for 16-18 rows (to form head)
Continueto knit remainder of Teddy — in reverse order. To make armsand
paws for the Teddy: stitch down the sides of the head with the appropriate
color wool.

With jumper color, pick up 8 stitches either side of the neck (16 stitchesin
al)and knit 20 rows (10ribs).

Changeto main color and knit 10 rows (5 ribs) for paws.

Sew up Teddy, leaving opening in crotch.

Stuff Teddy with clean, healthy padding such as cotton batting. FOAM
RUBBER MUST NOT BEUSED ASBABIESMAY CHEW IT! Thendraw a
thread around the neck.

Sew diagonal at the top of the head to make the corners for ears
(do not stuff ears). Scarf: cast on 75 stitches, knit 4 rows. Cast off.
Tie scarf on Teddy and sew to back of the neck. Please SEW a
happy Teddy face with embroidery thread or use the material you
knitted with. Make sure that Teddy’s “smile” is above the tied
scarf. DONOT USEANY BUTTONS, PINSOR OTHER

LOOSE MATERIALSTOMAKE THE FACES. Teddiesaso
requirelittle bags which should measure when completed:- 6-7
inches wide and about 12 inches long, with adrawstring at the top.

Please use ONE CORD at thetop asit is better than a double loop.

It should not be much longer than the opened bag, with the ends
knotted together, but please no other knots. Please supply the bag if
possible, the material and pattern for the bag is your choice.

TheCrocheted Teddy Bear Pattern
Supplies.
Knitting worsted yarn - small amountsfor:
bear color, color for trousers, shirt and scarf.
Crochet hook size: 4.5 mm (or to get atight tension)

Instructions:

Beginat foot - chain 10

Row 1 - scin 2nd chain from hook and in each chain across (9 sc),
chain 1, turn.

Row 2 - scin each sc across, ch 1, turn.

Repeat row until there are 6 rows for foot.

At end of 6th row finish sc with trouser color.

With trouser color work 18 rowsfor leg of trousers. Fasten off.
Make 2nd leg the same way, but do not fasten off on 18th row,
ch 1, turn.

Work across leg and work across thefirst leg, (18 sc) ch 1, turn.
Work atotal of 8 rows for the top of trousers.

At the end of the 8th row finish sc with color for shirt, ch 1, turn.
Make 10 rowsfor shirt, finish off at end of 10th row, with bear
color for head.



Work 26 rows for head. At the end of the
26th row, complete last sc with shirt color.
Work 10 rows for shirt, finish off sc at end
of 10th row with color for trousers, ch 1,
turn. Work 8 rows for top of trousers.

At end of row 8, ch 1, turn.

Work across 9 sc for leg, ch 1, turn.

Work on these 9 stsfor atotal of 18 rows.
At end of 18th row finish off sc with bear
color, ch 1turn.

Work 6 rows for foot and fasten off.

Join trouser color at top of leg and work as
for 1st leg, on this side of the bear.

Sew up sides of head on wrong side and
turn right side out.

Make 7 sc on each side of the head for
sleevein shirt color (14 sc).

Work 12 rowsfor sleeve. At end of 12th
row finish last sc with bear color.

Work 6 rows for paw and fasten off.
Make sleeve on other side to match.

Turn bear to wrong side. Using matching
yarn sew up bear, leaving opening in
crotch. Turn right side out and stuff bear.
Sew up crotch.

With bear color, starting at back of head,
run a thread around the base of the head
and draw in someto make neck.

Fasten off and run endsiin.

Make scarf: ch 71. Scin 2nd ch from hook
and in each ch across, ch 1, turn.

Make 3 morerows and fasten off. Sew in
yarn ends.

Place scarf around neck and fasten with
scarf color at back of neck.
Tiescarf inahalf-knot at front.

JAKARTA, 14 January 2005—To protect thelives of Indone- . ben
sian women affected by last month'’s earthquake and tsunami, (
UNFPA, the United Nations Population Fund, has sent 18 tons T
of equipment and supplies for maternity care to Aceh Province. L
Contents range from simple supplies for safe and sanitary H
home deliveries to hospital equipment needed to re-establish
emergency obstetric care for those who experiencelife-
threatening complications during childbirth.

“This equipment will give expectant mothersin the tsunami-hit
region access to basic health care, and could prevent life-

threatening complications from pregnancy,” said Bernard a
Coquelin, UNFPA Representative in Indonesia. He stressed i i
that ignoring reproductive health needs after natural disasters

adds to the death toll.

(

Committee for the United Nations Population Fund. The UN Population Fund
(UNFPA), operating since 1969, strivesto “ protect women and children from harm
and injury, and to promotelife, respect and dignity for all.” Reducing maternal
mortality isapriority. The U.S. Committeefor UNFPA wasformedin 1998toraise
moral, political and financial support inthe United Statesfor thiswork. The Knits
for Newborns project is one concrete way they offer humanitarian support to new
mothers and infants in developing countries. To read more about this important
United Nations committee and itswork, go to:

http://www.uscommittee.org/

To participate in the project, send a homemade baby blanket to:

Knitsfor Newborns

Committeefor U.N. Population Fund

220 East 42™ Street

New York, NY 10017

e Enclose anote explaining why you care (include your name, address and
e-mail).

e Choose an easy-care multiseasonal yarn such as cotton, acrylic,
superwash wool and wool blends.

e Knit or crochet the design of your choice, but keep the finished blanket
sizetoamaximum of 36" or 91.5 cm. square.

*  For non-sewers, use the following pattern for atied blanket using cotton
fleece material.
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Recommended

Northernlreland: NIPPA—-TheEarly Year’s
Organisation. Child Care Information Ex-
change, September/October 2004. A short sum-
mary of the 30 yearsof challengesthisgroup has

Readl ng & Resources faced and how conditions for children have

18

changedin NorthernIreland.

On Behalf of Their Animal Friends: I nvolving Children in Animal Advocacy.
JyotsnaPattnaik. Childhood Education, Winter 2004/05.

Creating L earning EnvironmentsThat I nviteAll SudentstoLearn Through
Multicultural Literatureand I nfor mation technology. Peggy Moore-Hart. Child-
hood Education, Winter 2004/05.

Sightsand Soundsof Childrenin ...:

AL ook at Early Childhood SettingsAround theWorld

The High/Scope Educational Research Foundation has produced thisvideotape seriesin
connectionwiththelEA Preprimary Project, an ongoing international study in 15 countries
to examinethenature, qudity, and effectsof children’sexperiencesprior tothefirst full year
of forma schooling. Severa countriesareof particular interest dueto the historical weather
disaster there- Indonesiaand Thailand. Other countriesincluded inthe seriesare: Hong
Kong, China, South Korea, Thailand, USA, Poland, Romania, Slovenia, Belgium, Finland,
Greece, Italy, CatdoniaSpain, Nigeria

“IEA” istheacronym of the I nternational Association for the Evaluation of Educational
Achievement, anon-governmental, nonprofit organization of research ingtitutions, univers-
ties, and ministry of education unitsinover 45 countriesthat iswell knownfor its 25 years of
comparativeinternational surveysinvariousacademic areas. |EA research findingshave
affected educationa systemsaround theworld. Inthe study whichinnspired thisvideo se-
ries, |EA focused its attention on the effects of early childhood settingson children’slater
development.

“Trave with High/Scoperesearchersasthey document what actualy happensin early child-
hood settingsaround theworld. These videotapesdramatically expand our understanding of
how themes and resourcesinfluence preschool children’sbehavior and activities. They re-
vea how adultsinteract with children. The series show not only el aborate equipment and
settingsthat some communitiesprovidefor their children but a so the resourcefulnessand
caring with which adults serve children even under difficult conditions. Viewing these 15
country videos...isthenext best thing to persondly visiting over 40typical early childhood
settingsinAsia, Africa, Eastern and Western Europe, and the United States.”

The seriesmay be borrowed at local libraries nationwide through Inter-Library L oan ser-
vice. Set of 15 color videotapes, average 40 min. each. $350/ set. To purchase, visit: http:/
Maww.highscope.org




www.childcareresearch.org

Child Care& Early Education Research
Connectionsisdesigned to promote high-
quality researchto beused in policymaking.
Itincludesasearchableresearch collection,
datasetsfor secondary anaysis, specially
developed syntheses, and a50-state data
tool that enablesusersto comparepolicies
within and across states.

http://mww.uwex.edu/ces/flp/wecrp/
TheWisconsin Child CareResearch
Partner ship (WCCRP) isoneof nine
federaly-funded research partnershipsinthe
United Stateswhose missionistofocus
attention onthequality of early careand
educationin Wiscongn, particularly on
servicestolow-income preschool children,
through research and evaluation. Beginning
withfunding in 2000 fromthe Child Care
Bureauinthe Department of Health and
Human Services, the WCCRP hasaresearch
and eva uation team housed at University of
Wiscongn-Extensonthat conductssurveys,
studies, and adminigtrative datareviews
related to early careand education. Thethree
partnersof WCCRParetheWisconsin
Department of Workforce Devel opment
(Child Care Section), theWisconsin Child
CareResource and Referral (CCR&R)
Network, and the University of Wisconsin-
Extension. WCCRP produces Public Policy
Options, aquarterly paper focusing on policy
information, and Brief & Tothe Point, a
publication featuring research results

http://www.tcrecord.org

TCRecord, theVoiceof Scholarshipin
Education, a Teachers College, Columbia
University, New York, NY, isdedicated to
building auseful onlinesitefor educationa
researchers, their students, educators, and all
thoseinterested inthefield of education. The
TCRecord.org weekly email newdetter derts

TCRecord.org may also beused asan outlet
for your ownwork. The TCRecord database
of articlesand linksto other onlinearticles
can be used to explore online content and
developreading listsfor classes. Online
threaded discussionsand resource sharing
makethissitedynamic.

http://mwww.ed.gov/free

For research applications, don't forget theex-
cellent variety of teaching and learning re-
sources availableat the Feder al Resour ces
for Excellencein Education (FREE) web
gte

New website to watch:
http://Awww.kindersite.org/

TheKindersite WhereChildren Play
and TeachersL earn. Themission of the
Kindersite Project for Preschool and
Kindergarten Age Childrenisto understand
how, or evenif, computersand technology
should beintroduced asatool of education
for young children.

Thiswebsite consistsof 2 mgjor elements:

1. Atool for early learners. The content
database offersearly learners, withthe
aid of care-givers, atool tofind and use
games, songsand stories, accessing
graded content suitablefor 2to 6 year
oldsfrom 1000sof other linked re-
SOUrces.

2. Atool for researchers. A systemfor the
collation and reporting of research data
which offersresearchersanumber of
optionsfor dataacquisition to befol-
lowed up offlinewith email controlled
focusgroups so asto understand out-
comes better. Purpose-built areas of the
sitemay bebuilt for specialized projects.

Thesteisalready being used asaresource
by educatorsin about 95 countrieswith 260
schoolsparticipatinginsitetriasin 34
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Resear ch continuesto
verify thecrucial impact of
ear |y childhood not only on
individual livesbut on soci-
ety itself. Some of the most
recent studiesregarding
outcomesof quality pre-
school experiencesarede-
scribed here.

Preschool ProgramsProducelL ifetime
Effects

High/Scope Perry Preschool Project, awell
known preschool longitudinal study, hasonce
againfollowedtheir cohort of 123 African
Americanswho wereat risk of failing school
and attended high-quality preschool pro-
gramsat theage of 3and 4. the most recent
report reveal stheresults of the cohort at age
40. Thisstudy confirmstheearlier resultsthat
concludethat theindividua who participated
inthehigh-quality preschool programshad
higher earnings, weremorelikely tohold a
job, had committed fewer crimes, and were
morelikely to have graduated fromhigh
school than adultswho did not attend pre-
schoal.

For moreinformation visit http://
www.highscope.org/Research/PerryProject/
perrymain.htm

(From Rights, Raises, Respect: Newsand
Issues for the Early Care and Education
Workforce, The Center for the Child Care
Workforce (CCW), November 2004).

Economiclnvestmentsin Early Child-
hood Education

A new report by the Economic Policy
Indtitute, “ Exceptional Returns. Economic,
Fisca and Socid Benefitsof Investmentin
Early childhood Development” highlightsthe
benefitsof investment inahigh-quality early
childhood programfor al of America's
poorest 3- and 4-year-olds. Benefitsinclude
savingson government budgets, the economy
and reduced crime.

Toview thefull report vigt:
http://Avww.epinet.org/books/exceptional/
exceptiona_returns (full).pdf

(From Rights, Raises, Respect: Newsand
Issues for the Early Care and Education
Workforce, The Center for the Child Care
Workforce (CCW), October 2004).

Closing Early L earning Gaps

A recent study funded by the David and
Lucille Packard Foundation found that
academic achievement gapsamongst |ow-
incomeminority studentsand thewhite,
wealthy peers, can be eliminated with center-
based preschool programs. Thereport,
“preschool for Caifornia’sChildren”, ana
lyzed over 2,000 demographically diverse
Cdiforniakindergartners.

Toview the study conducted by Policy
Analysisfor CdiforniaEducation (PACE)
andtheLinguistic Minority Research Ingti-
tute, visit http://pace.berkeley.edu/
pace_publications.html

(From Rights, Raises, Respect: Newsand
Issues for the Early Care and Education
Workforce, The Center for the Child Care
Workforce (CCW), September 2004).




New Report HighlightsUniver sal Access
TheNational Institutefor Early Education
Research (NIEER), alead research organi-
zationinthefield of early childhood educa-
tion, recently released areport that reveals
the benefitsof prekindergartenfor children
from al economic backgrounds. Thereport,
“TheUniversa vs. Targeted Debate: Should
the United StatesHave Preschool for All?°
examinesthe prosand cons of making the
publicly funded preschool programsavailable
toadl childrenversusonly thosewho are at
risk of failure.

Thereport isavailable at www.nieer.org.
(From Rights, Raises, Respect: Newsand
Issues for the Early Care and Education
Workforce, The Center for the Child Care
Workforce (CCW), Summer 2004).

DataBrief on Early School Successand
Child Well-being

A Satistical Portrait of Well-being in
Early Adulthood, anew CrossCurrents
databrief fromthe Child Trends DataBank,
examinesindicatorsof well-being and devel -
opment among children entering kindergarten
and describeschangesintheseindicatorsas
childrenmovefromkindergartentofirst
grade. Thebrief paysparticular attention to
differencesin children’sprogressonthese
indicatorsby gender, race and ethnicity,
language spoken at home, disability status,
and socioeconomic status. For example, it
reportsthat differenceson theseindicators
among soci oeconomic and demographic
subgroupsof children not only persist be-
tween kindergarten entry and theend of first
grade, but also, in someinstances, are
widening.

Toview thisdatabrief, aswell asupdateson
violent crimevictimization, vist http://
childtrendsdatabank.org.
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Dutch National Study of the Quality of
Center Child Care

The Dutch Consortium for Researchin Child
Care (Nederlands Consortium Kinderopvang
Onderzoek; NCK O) consistsof educational-
and developmentd psychologistsfromthe
Universitiesof Amsterdam, Leidenand
Nijmegen who collaborate on research aimed
atimproving thequdity of Dutch child care
for children aged 0—4 years.

Thereason behind the study istherecent
public discussoninthe Netherlands about
the possible negative effectsof child careon
the devel opment of young children. This
discussion arose based on theresultsfrom
thelarge-scale American NICHD study; an
investigation of excellent scientificquaity into
theeffectsof child rearinginvarioussettings
on thedevelopment of children, instigated
and financed by the U.S. federal government.
Thisstudy confirmed what had been revealed
inpreviouslessextensve studies, namely that
theeffectsof child care on the devel opment
of children arehighly dependent onthe
quality of that care. High-quality carehas
positiveeffectson the cognitiveand language
development of children—especidly of
children from disadvantaged socio-economic
backgrounds—whereaslong-term, low-
quality care can lead to the occurrence of
behaviora and emotional problems, espe-
cialy incombination with poorer family child-
rearing.

Toview thestudy and publications of the
Centrefor Child and Family Studies, Dept.
of Education, at theUniversity of Leiden,
Netherlands, vist:
hitp:/Awwwy.childandfamilystudiesleidenuniv.nl/
index.php32m=143& c=586#Project
hitp:/Awwwy.childandfamilystudiesleidenuniv.nl/
index.php32m=143& c=587

|mpact of Early Childhood

Studies



Parents
educational
level, income,
race, and
ethnicity
erect barriers
that put some
children at a
disadvantage
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Report Shows:

SeriousDisparitiesRemainin
How Well Young Children Are
Prepared for School

(New York, NY)—Are young children getting the
social, developmental, and health care support they
need to be ready for school? For too many, the an-
swer is no, says a new Commonwealth Fund/Child
Trends chartbook on how young children are faring
in Americabased on anumber of key developmental
indicators.

Despite progress, the report showsthat many Ameri-
can children remain at a serious disadvantage be-
cause they have problems with physical, social,
emotional, and intellectual development that go un-
recognized or untreated, creating barriersto achiev-
ing their full potential. Children from families with
low incomes, low parent education levels, and chil-
dren from minority households are at even greater
disadvantage, says the report released today: Early
Child Development in Social Context: A Chartbook.

“It's clear that we deliver children to school on a
very uneven playing field, and there is much more
we can do to help all children be prepared to learn.
Pediatricians can makeabig difference, for example,
just by asking parents how much television their
children watch, and by encouraging parentsto read
regularly to even very young children,” says report
co-author Michael Weitzman, MD, executive direc-
tor of the American Academy of Pediatrics' Center
for Child Health Research. “Weall pay for failureto
address these issues early on,” he says.

“Pediatricians and other health practitioners who
have regular contact with children and families are
in the best position to identify developmental prob-
lemsat early, more treatabl e stages,” says Common-
wealth Fund Assistant Vice President Ed Schor, MD.
“Efforts such as having child health care providers
routinely screen young children for developmental
problems and improving communication between
those providers and others in the community who
serve young children and their families are impor-
tant steps toward ensuring that children get the best
startinlife.”

Thereport reviews morethan 30 indicators of devel-
opment and health for children up to age six, along
with social factorsin the family and neighborhood
that affect their readiness for school. The compre-

hensive overview relieson original and existing re-
search to present how young children are faring on:

* Indicatorsof intellectual development, such
asreading and math proficiency;

e Indicatorsof socio-emotional devel opment,
such as behavioral self control;

e Thelink between good health practicesand
social, emotional and intellectual develop-
ment of young children; and

»  Theeffectsof family function and parental
health on how young children grow and
develop.

The report’s lead authors, Dr. Weitzman and Brett
Brown, Ph.D., Director of Social Indicators Research
at Child Trends, a nonprofit research center dedi-
cated to improving the lives of children, say their
analysis showsthere remain sizable gapsin average
levels of intellectual development that need to be
bridged if achild isto succeed in schoal.

Thereport showsthat when it comesto reading and
math proficiency as well as expressive language,
minority students and children whose parents are
less educated do not start out on equal footing with
other children. For example:

*  Only 38 percent of kindergarten children
whose mothers lack a high school degree
areproficient at recognizing letters—aba-
sic stepping stone to reading—compared
with 86 percent of kindergarteners whose
mothers have graduated from college.

e Minority kindergarteners are much less
likely than non-Hispanic white children to
use complex sentence structures at an in-
termediate or proficient level—20-21 per-
cent for non-Hispanic blacks and Hispan-
ics, compared with 41 percent for non-His-
panic whites.

e Only about one-third of kindergarteners
whose mothers had | ess than a high school
education could count beyond 10 and per-
form sequencing patterns appropriate to
their age, compared with 79 percent of
kindergarteners whose mothers had a
bachelor’s degree or higher.

“These gaps should be raising alarms,” says Dr.
Brown of Child Trends. “Early reading proficiency
isstrongly related to future reading ability and aca-
demic achievement. Reading deficitsat an early age
have been found to widen over the elementary school
years, and for many kids these deficits persist

m throughout school and into adulthood.”



To address these gaps, the authors say pediatri-
cians should integrate more developmental assess-
mentsinto their well-child examinations. For example,
they can more aggressively disseminateinformation
to parents about the benefits of early literacy, in-
cluding encouraging parents to begin reading to
children during thefirst year of life. And they should
be asking parents a checklist of questions to assess
afive-year olds’ math proficiency.

The chartbook also shows how family functioning
and parental health relate to disparities in intellec-
tual and social development at an early age. For ex-
ample:

»  Whilemorethan one-half of all children un-
der agethree areread to every day by their
parents, one in five are read to less than
three times a week. Children who live in
homes where English isn’'t spoken face
particular problems. Only 15 percent of His-
panic children in Spani sh-speaking house-
holds are read to every day.

Citing a national program called “Reach Out and
Read,” the authors say that studies have shown that
children with health care providerswho discusswith
parents the importance of reading to their young
children are morelikely to beread to every day.

In addition, not all parents seem to have gotten the
message about the downsides of too much televi-
sion for young children. According to the chartbook:

e About one-third of children through age 3,
and 43 percent of children between the ages
of four and six have a television in their
bedroom.

Theauthors say practitioners can measure children’s
media consumption during well-child visits, during
which time they can educate parents on the effects
that too much television viewing have on children’s
health and development.

The authors say parents need to provide more struc-
ture to children, including instituting regular bed-
times and mealtimes as well as regulating the type
and amount of television their young children watch.

Other highlights of how children are doing from the
report:

e Kindergarteners whose parents are
depressed are more likely than other
kindergartenersto exhibit socio-emo-
tional problems. Kindergartenerslivingin
familiesbelow thefederal poverty
threshold are much more likely than other

kindergarteners to have depressed
parents. Non-Hispanic black
kindergartenersare morelikely than other
kindergarteners to have parents at risk for
depression.

*  While nearly one-half of insured children
between ages two and five have seen a
dentist in the last year, just over one quar-
ter (27 percent) of those without health in-
surance have had regular dental checkups.

e One-quarter of children with health insur-
ance have not had a vision screen prior to
entering kindergarten, while one-third of
children without health insurance have not
had that essential
screening.

The report is the latest in a
series of chartbooks on
children’shealthinthe United
States. As children are start-
ing off or heading back to
school, it is areminder to all
health professionals of the
significant role they can play
in identifying developmental
problemsat an early stage, and
working with parents, schoals,
and community services to
address them. In April 2004,
the Commonwealth Fund also
released Quality of Health
Care for Children and Ado-
lescents. A Chartbook.

The Commonwealth Fundis
a private foundation sup-
porting independent
research on health and social
issues.

The Chartbook is
availablein PDFformat
a: http://mwww.cmwf.org/
usr_doc/ChildTrends
Chartbk2004h.pdf

Mary Mahon

Public Information Officer
Phone: (212) 606-3853
cell phone917-225-2314
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“Learning
begets
learning and
skill begets
skill. Early
advantages
accumulate,
so do early
disadvan-
tages."
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Nobel Economist SeesDeclinein Productivity
UnlessU.S. I nvestsin Preschool Programs

Washington, December 2004-

A Nobel prize-winning economist seesa
future of declining wagesand lower produc-
tivity unlessAmericaincreasesinvesmentsin
itspreschool-age children.

In The Productivity Argument for Invest-
ing in Young Children, James Heckman,
2000 Nobel Laureate, and Dimitriy
Masterov, both of the University of Chicago,
project apotentially grim economic future
and atwilight for theAmericanindustrial and
technol ogical ageasthe U.Sworkforceloses
the educationd skillsnecessary to competein
thegloba market.

“Over 20 % of USworkersarefunctionaly
illiterateand innumerate, amuch higher
percentage than in European countries,”
Heckman and Masterov wrote. “ It isespe-
cidly problematic that poor environmentsare
more common intheminority populationson
which Americamust depend for thegrowthin
itsfuturelabor force. Until adversefamily
environmentsareimproved, onecannot rely
on growthintheskill of these groupsto
propel growthinworkforcequality at therate
we have experienced in the past.”

Anaccumulating body of evidence suggests
that early childhood interventionsaremuch
moreeffectivethanwaiting until childrenare

in school or remediesthat attempt to com-
pensatefor early neglect later inlife. “ Learn-
ing begetslearning and skill begetsskill.
Early advantagesaccumulate, so do early
disadvantages,” theauthorssaid.

Heckman's & Masterov’spaper was
presented at aconferencefor business
leaders convened by the Committeefor
Economic Development (CED) with support
from the PEW Charitable Trustsand PNC
Financial ServicesGroup. Sincethe 2002
release of Preschool for All: Investingina
Productive and Just Society, CED has
been working to make universal accessto
quality freeearly childhood education a
reality intheU.S. Since 2001, the Pew
Charitable Trustshasinvested over $33
milliontoadvancehighqudity
prekindergartenfor al three-and-four-year-
olds. Itsefforts have supported public
information and advocacy initiativesin 15
states. PNC Financia Services Group
supportspreschool educationthroughits
PNC Grow Up Great program, the $100
million, 10-year investment toimprove
school readinessthrough grants,
volunteerism, advocacy and awareness.
PNC' s partnersinclude Sesame Workshop,
Family Communicationsinc., PBSgtations,
Head Start, and others.

Toview thefull text dong withasummary
visit: www.ced.org
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Top Ten Things
I Really Needed to Know

That I Learned From Riding a Bicycle

by Rick Krumweide, with apologies to Robert Fulghum and David Letterman.
You can take lots of different routes to get to the same place.
It's hard to read a map when you're moving.
You can ride farther and longer if you don't start too fast at the beginning.
There's no substitute for time in the saddle.
With the right attitude, and equipment, you can climb any hill.
A wider tire may not be as fast as a narrower one, but it doesn't go flat nearly as often.
Riding into a head wind with a group is always easier than doing it alone.
If you don't lubricate the chain, it will squeak, especially after it rains.

Be careful on downhills. Tt's easy to go too fast, lose control, and crash.

And the number one thing I really needed to know that I learned from riding a bicycle:

1.

Don't ride with your mouth open. You never know what you might have to swallow.

Reprinted with author's permission.
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Viewing the World's
Future: A Festival of
Children’'sFilms

NAEY C Annual Conference
Thursday & Friday mornings, November
11 and 12, 2004
Anaheim, CA

*  Approximately 200 personsattended dl or part of thetwo film festival sessions.

»  All 70 participants submitting feedback sheetsresponded “yes’ when asked if OMEP-
USNC and NAEY C should co-sponsor afilmfestival at future NAEY C conferences.

*  ThePlanning Committeerecommendsthat aChildren’sinternationa Film Festival
(CIFF) be scheduled for the 2005 NAEY C Annual Conference, Washington Conven-
tion Center, Washington, DC, 7-10 December 2005.

CommitteeMembers

Gwen Coe (film source & facilitator)

Carol Darcy, (Co-chair & film source) 7
Judi Estes (facilitator)

LitaHaddal (facilitator)

AnnaLucas(NAEY Croom & AV arrangements)

EdnaRanck, (Co-chair and film source)

LenoreWineberg (film source & facilitator) AN

Individual Contributors

Civitas, Ashley Rall

Community Playthings

David Kleeman (American Center for Children & Media& film source)
Linda L oeskow (lcelandic artist and educator)

Faith Rogow (Alliancefor aMedia-Literate America)

Talaris Research Institute, Bridgett Chandler

Film Festival 2004

Handout
Copies of the handout are attached to this report.

Thefollowing report summarizes 70 Children’s Film Festival feedback sheets collected from the more than 200
participants at two sessions scheduled on Thursday and Friday mornings, Nov. 11 & 12, 2004, 9:00am — 12
noon inaroom set up for 30 participants. When dozens more attendees appeared, quick-thinking committee
members arranged for an adjoining room and moved in one of the monitors. Some attendees |eft before the
additional room could be set up. A second room was arranged for prior to the second morning session.

The Planning Committeeis pleased at the overwhel ming positive response from attendees. 1t also expresses
gratitude and appreciation to the inval uable contributions and recommendations from David Kleeman, the
American Center for Children in the Media (ACCM) and Faith Rogow, the Alliance for a Media-Literate
America(AMLA). ACCM provided significant advice and guidance and provided two Swedish short films
previously shown at the 2002 Prix Jeunesse in Munich, Germany. Rogow of AMLA gave permission to use
“Choosing Mediafor Children Checklist.” The Committee expectsadditional support from both organizations
at subsequent film festivals.
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WhoAttended?

The background information categories on the feedback sheet are apartial replication of the NAEY C membership form. The audience
represented EC educators working in awide variety of settingswith age levelsranging from infantsto adults. Of the total audience, 47
(representing 67%) were White and the remaining 23 (33%) are Non-white. The magjority of 43 are employed in Preschool/Pre-K settings,
while 18 others work with infants and toddlers, and 12 work with families. Specific assignments within these settings include 25
classroom teachers, 13 program directors/school administrators, 12 college educators and 20 in positions that include consultant,
researcher, home visitor, and parent educator.

Why did you cometothe Children’sinter national Film Festival?

Eleven responders selected the Film Festival based on the conference catal ogue session title and description. Word-of-mouth did not
have much impact (3 attendees). Interestingly, morethan athird of the group (35) selected the Film Festival based on personal interests.
Onewrote, “I like documentary films,” while another stated, “Video is such alarge part of our lives—agreat tool w/children.”

Seventeen participants stated that their interest in multicultural experiences and avaluefor aninternational perspectiveinfluenced their
selection. Of this group, four specifically stated that they valued “child advocacy and the UN—Rights of the Child” as the reason for
attending the Film Festival. Another group of 22 responders indicated they wanted to learn about “new/available high-quality re-
sources.” Oneresponder explained, “[1] mainly use films developed by educators. Many are low quality.” Another stated, “Filmsare
among the best training tools. They bring the world into the training environment.”

Recommendationsfor futureChildren’sinternational Film Festival
Asprevioudly stated, thetotal sample (70) indicated that they would like aFilm Festival at future conferences. General recommendations
werefor “more:” alarger room, alarger screen, and an expanded format with moretime for viewing and discussion.

One attendee suggested that The Film Festival should be a “keynote session.”

An education coordinator/trainer, wrote“ Thank You! Thank You!” and added, “We usefilmsto illustrate and reinforce i nformation about
child development and the child care industry.”

A number of participants requested more information about purchasing films. (All weretold that the information would be available on
the OM EP-U SN C website—www.omep-usnc.org.)

Even though there were plenty of the kudos and accolades, future plans will take into consideration opinions of several responders:

“Almost all films focus on so-called American culture—excluding all others. The writer states, “Films should be chosen to illustrate a
multiplicity of cultures and people” and recommends that the committee “ choose different pieces from different parts of the globe.”

Note of explanation about Festival goals:
—Availahility to the Committee and attendees. The Committee selected filmsthat were readily

availabletoitsmembersto avoid the need to search for or to purchase, and that were avail ableto the general early childhood community.
—Themes: The selected films focused on aspects of children’s rights, child development and ways cultures transmit values to its
children. Filmsfrom Canada, | celand and Sweden were shown, in addition to American educational and commercial films. Unicef wasone
of thelargest sources of films; wefelt these transcended national boundaries. The Committee anticipatesthat as contactswith other film
sources expand, awider variety of films— current and archived —will beincluded.

—Time Factor: With only six hoursto introduce, show and discuss the films, the Committee could not be exhaustive.

—Using Films: A mgjor goal was to demonstrate to attendees how to view, assess and

discuss films with their own group of student teachers, staff members or parents.

Participantssuggested thefollowing filmsfor futurefestivals:
Entre et Avoir/To Be and To Have (French)

FreeToBeYou and Me ~
Monet’s Garden (Swedish b/w) »
On Giants Shoulders ﬂl

Shrek and Shrek 2 =
ThelLittleCamel

The Story of the Weeping Camel (Mongolia)
TheRed Balloon ~

e




Other filmstoadd tothislist for consideration are Lemony Shicket's Series of Unfortunate
Events, Shark Tale, Sponge Bob Square Pants and The Incredibles (Pixar).

Additional companiesto contact for suggestionsinclude:
= Appalshop (Whitesburg, KY)—Filmsfrom Appalachia)

=  DavidsonFilms
= NewDay Films
=  PBSKids

Specificfilm topicsparticipantswould liketo haveincluded are:
Transitions (w/in EC settings, between EC settings)

Importance of Play

Perspectives of Children (Muslim and other cultures and nationalities)
Disabilities

Filmsfrom more countries

How doyou usefilmsand videos?
The response to the use of films and videos was divided into two major categories, use with children and use with adults. In terms of

children, there was general consensus that useis*“limited” among the group of Film Festival participants. Several responders
specifically statethat childrenin their programsrarely seefilms/videosat all. For example, aparticipant explains, “We do not often
use videos with children—we are very focused on active learning at our school.” However, several indicate that viewing islimited to
“twice amonth” or on “bad air or rainy days.” In one program, the responder writes that the program “only uses“ PBS educational
resources.”

In contrast, for those participants working with adults, the use of films and videosis extensive. “Parenting Training” and “Profes-
sional Development (PD)” programs/training workshops are the two primary uses mentioned. A college teacher in ateacher prepara-
tion program wrote that the use of films and videosisan “alternative to lecturing.” Another college educator wrote, “1 work with ECE
student teachers. Many—if not most— are visual learners. | constantly look for:filmsto share with them.” A Primary/School age
education coordinator/trainer wrote, “Usually | train staff on the“norm.” Will begin to train on the “truth.”

Planning for December 2005 Film Festival

The overwhelmingly positive feedback suggests that planning afestival for the upcoming Washington, DC conference will be well
received. Therefore, the committee recommendsthat a2™ Children’s International Film Festival be held during the 2005 NAEY C
Annual Conferenceto be held in Washington, DC, 7-10 December.

1. Co-sponsors: NAEYCand OMEP-USNC

2. Committee Co-Chairs. EdnaRanck and Carol Darcy

3. Committee M embers. Gwen Coe, Judi Estes, LitaHaddal, L enore Wineberg
4. NAEYC Contacts: Karen Hughes, AnnaL ucas (Conference Office)

5. Space, Equipment and Technical Support
Thefollowing recommendations are based on the experience of the committee members and the attendees’ feedback:

— A larger space. We recommend atheater space with'an occupancy of at least 100-125 per session. |f no such theater isavailable,
then asimilar room could be set up with alarge screen at the front of the room

— AV equipment. Inaddition to alarge screen at the front of the room, if the roomislarge enough, it would be helpful to have two
monitors along either side of the room. We expect to rely solely on videos for the 2005 festival.

—AV technician. We recommend an AV person be assigned to support the Festival sessions by showing the videos and monitoring
theVCR. Thetechniciansat the Anaheim Festival wereinvaluable. Maintaining tech support will be vitally important with different
equipment in alarger space.

6. OMEP-USNC Session Facilitators
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With theincrease in space and anticipated larger audience, there will be need for more OMEP-USNC and
NAEY C membersinvolved with the session. Thiswill beawonderful way to actively involve Regional
Representatives and members. The challenge will be to plan ahead so that the members have an under-
standing of their role as a discussion leader.

Since participants requested “more discussion” time related to the films presented, the preparation and
assignments of discussion leaders need to include |ead-time with the equipment and videos to view the
selected films ahead of time and to devel op discussion guidelines. Handouts will be prepared ahead of time
and distributed to attendees.

In Anaheim, Ednaand Carol |ead brief whole group discussions with support from other Board members. In
the future, with more participants it might be more effective to have some break out discussion groups. If
this were the case, the organization of filmsviewed in a given segment would need to be spelled out. For
example, 9-9:40 (Such and Such Films shown with 15-20 minutesfor discussion. Following aset format like
this, the audience would know that every hour on the hour films would begin and that discussions would
start forty minutes|ater.

6. Film Selection

Therewasrelatively little“criticism” about the choice of films, although some requested films, depicting
more and different cultures (i.e. Muslims, other nationalities). A longer |ead-time could provide awider
selection of films. We can also report if thelack of available films.

In addition, the committee recommends that we explore the development of workshop sessions related to
filmand medialiteracy. For example, apanel could explorethe prosand cons of “mediaimpact.” Some
speakersto consider include Diane L evin, an OMEP-USNC member well known for apoint of view about
film and video content for children; Faith Rogow, with theAlliancefor aMedia-Literate America, Charlotte
Brantley, Ready to Learn, PBS; and David Kleeman, executive director of the American Center for Children
and Media. The potential for alively discussion in today’s media-saturated world isrich.

Other questions up for discussion in small sessions include

—Young Children and Fantasy: How do children relate to film characters?

—Mediain the Classroom: What do educators need to know that can ensure high-quality choices provided
in child care settings?

—Mediain the Home and the Community: What do families need to know about children’sviewing experi-
ences?

For future consideration, there is a potential for a“ pre-conferenceinstitute’ that would combine these ideas.
Thisis not to suggest that the Film Festival be dropped during the conference, but that the expansion of the
successful initial program could goin several possible ways. In every case though, OMEP-USNC would be
amajor player in designing and orchestrating the devel opment of the program. Thiswill be particularly
critical as attention focuses on multiculturalism and specifically the filmsthat directly address the Conven-
tion on the Rights of the Child or indirectly
serve to educate early educators about the
plight of children and familiesworldwide.

Report written by Carol Darcy and edited by
EdnaRanck
14 January 2005
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TheYoungYears:
Zeroto Three, Preschool and Primary
Careand Education

The 2004 Annual OM EP Poster Session
held at NAEY C was a resounding suc-
cess. Held adjacent to and immediately
followingthe NAEY C session on Global
alliances, many wereableto participate
in both sessions. a lovely presentation
of refreshments, hors d'oerves, fruit,
cheesesand crackerswereserved by the
Anaheim Hilton catering staff. Programs
wer e available to guests at the cocktail
tablesthroughout thedoubleroom. The
poster displays surrounded the room
whereguestswereableto conversewith
each poster author. Many cardsand ad-
dresseswer e exchanged during the con-
versation hour as guests discovered
shared interests.

Thisyear's poster session participants
and their resear ch projectsarepresented
here. The theme was selected to paral-
lel the focus of the UN Global Educa-
tion program. Thisthemewill berepeated
for the 2005 OMEP-USNC Poster Ses-
sion. Get ready to present! A call for
proposals has already been issued.
Watch for the form in the next issue of
the OMEP-USNC Newsletter or goto:
http://omep-usnc.org

Title: TheYoung Year sand Emer gent
Literacy —Begin with Books

Author:
Mary-EllenMeegan
Worcester State College
486 Chandler Street
Worcester, MA 01602
mmeegan@worcester.edu

Abdgract:

Thissessonwill shareand discusstheresearch
addressing the stage of development of emer-
gent literacy for theyoung years, zerotothree.
Includedisinformation regarding literacy be-
haviorsexhibited, meaning making strategies,
literacy rolesin naming and talking, role of
books, and using bookswith children zero to
three. The various categories of books ap-
propriatefor infantsand toddlerswill be ad-
dressed. Research based suggestionsfor teach-
ing practiceswithbooksfor childrenintheyoung
yearswill bediscussed. A short video prepared
for teechersand parentsof childrenintheyoung
yearsshowsteachersemploying emergent lit-
eracy strategieswith booksininfant and tod-
dler centersand in the home environment will
be shown.



Title Web-Based Communication and
Networkingto Develop Safeand
Healthy Environmentsfor Young
Children

Author:

Dong HwaChoi

Elementary, Early and Specid Education
IndianaState University

TerreHaute, IN 47809

eechoi @isugw.indstate.edu

Abdgtract:

Inearly childhood education, collaborativere-
| ationships among pre-teachers, daycare pro-
viders, or teacher education institutions have
been emphasi zed to provide community-based
programsfor young children. Asaway of es-
tablishing collaborativerd ationships, network-
ing through computer technology has been
strongly recommended.

Using aPT3 grant, this project has been
devel opedtoinfusecomputer technology tothe
pre-serviceearly childhood teacher education
programin I ndianaState University. Computer
technol ogy has been introduced to oneearly
childhood education course, “ Infantsand Tod-
diersCareand Education.” Intheproject, pre-
serviceteachersdevel op websiteswhich dem-
onstrate examplesof safeand healthy envi-
ronmentsvs. non-safeand unhealthy environ-
mentsfor young childrenin TerreHaute, Indi-
ana. Thisprojectisdesignedto providethem
with a learning opportunity to construct
websites which show examples of recom-
mended vs. non-recommended environments
for children.

As aresult of this project, pre-service
teachershave developed abilitiesto construct
web sitesto indicate safeand hedthy environ-
mentsvs. non-safeand unhealthy environments
for childrenintheir community. Second, pre-
serviceteachersareableto communicatewith
parents, staff, and community membersusing
web-based information. Third, community
members have more concernsregarding how
to use computer technology to getinvolvedin
networking for their children’sproper educa-
tion.

Title: Developing Perceptionsto Educa-
tional Practicesand Systemsin
Third World Countries: Young
Children’sEducation and Play in
Cuba

Author:

DongHwaChoi

Elementary, Early and Specia Education
IndianaState University

TerreHaute, IN 47809

eechoi @isugw.indstate.edu

Abgtract:

Cuba is a relatively unknown country to
Americacompared to other Westernized so-
cieties. ToAmerican educators, itisdifficult to
haveinformation about Cuban education for
young children. Thus, thissessonwill sharein-
formation regarding the Cuban public educa
tion system and young children’sdaily life.
Through thisdiscussion, wewill haveideas
about overa children’slifein Cuba

OMEP

Poster

Session
2004
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Title Early Educationin Ethiopia:
Current Changesand Prospects
for theFuture

Authors.

JamesHoot
University of Buffao
525 Bady Hall
Buffalo, NY 14260
jhoot@buffalo.edu

Judit Szente
3Inwood Place
Buffao, NY 14209
jszente@hotmail.com

Abdtract:

Thissession exploresearly educationin oneof
the poorest nationsin the world — Ethiopia.
More specifically, it describesthe system of
preschool and primary education inthiscoun-
try, current major challengesto early educa-
tioninthe 21 century (e.g. shortageof quali-
fied teachers, high drop-out rate among girls,
early marriages[asearly asage 5], economic
constraints, large classrooms, viewstoward
education), and concludeswith adescription
of amagjor US/AID project conducted by the
presentersover the past 4 yearswhichisde-
signed to explorethe potential of technology
forimproving thequality of primary education
inthisvast nation. Thissessionwill aso con-
cludewith specificideas of how OMEP mem-
berscan collaborate with thisproject.

Title: Successful Achievement of a Sum-
mer Workshop at Kent SateUniver sity for
theKorean Sudent: RecastingtheReggio
EmiliaApproach

Author:

Soonohk Hong

Director of Internationa Programs
Department of Early Childhood Education
Kyungsung Universty

110-1, Daeyeon Dong, Nam-Gu

Busan, 608-736, Republic of Korea
hong@star.ks.ac.kr

Abdtract:

Pre-StudyReading: Carolyn Edwards, Lella
Gandini and George Forman, The Hundred
Languagesof Children: TheRegaio EmiliaAp-
proach to Early Childhood Education; Reggio
Children, Making L eaning Visible.

Visiting and Observation: Reggio-based Kin-
dergarten (Dasom Kindergarten,
YangjeeKindergarten)

Retreat: One night and two days.
Contents of Workshop—2 weeks (July 24th-
August 6th)

* Share, demondtrate, and engageinreflective
discussionson diverseimages of children,
teachers, and parents within RE-based ap-
proach

* Observe, document, interpret and reflect on
children’sthinking. Form the Study Group.

* Analyze, identify, and construct learning en-
vironment asthe Third Teacher

* Demonstration and theory building of mul-
tipleformsof representations

* Discussion, interview, smal groupwork, and
reflectivesharing

* Articulatethe Inquiry Cycle (Observation,
Documentation, Interpretation & Reflection)

* Exploreand discusstheroleof documenta-
tion asaprocessand atool for listening to,
understanding, and supporting children’s
thinking.



* |dentify the purpose and structures of RE
teacher Study Groups.

* Demonstrate developing culturaly relevant
Science curriculum contentsfor young chil-
drenthat reflect on the constructive RE fun-
damentals.

Title: Comparing Per ceptionsand Re-
quirementsbetween Koreaand
Chinese M other sabout Family
Needsfor Kinder garten Education

Author:

Soonohk Hong

Director of International Programs
Department of Early Childhood Education
Kyungsung Universty

110-1, Daeyeon Dong, Nam-Gu

Busan, 608-736, Republic of Korea
hong@star.ks.ac.kr

Abgtract:

Thisresearch surveyed 362 Korean (Seoul,
Busan) and 509 Chinese (Beijing, Simyang)
mothers, totaling 871 mothers, and compared
the perceptionsand requirementstoward the
aims, the administration and the contents of
Kindergarten Education through aquestion-
naire. Theresearch results showed that Korea
preferseducational and knowledge-based edu-
cation and Chinapreferschildcare and practi-
cal education and service. That is, Korean
mothersdesired children’seducationa accom-
plishmentsin e ementary school, and they did
not want themto stay long at kindergarten, snce
it required parentsand teachers' closeinterac-
tion. Chinese mothersdesired alow ratio of
teachersand children and they wanted themto
be taken care of for alonger time, even 24
hours, if possible, inthekindergarten. But they
alsorequired that children should be provided
with anourishing diet and their health be ex-
amined regularly. Theseresultswill beused as
basic documentsto compare early childhood
education between Koreaand China.

Title: GrassrootsEarly Careand Educa-
tion in Ghana, West Africa: One
Director’sEfforts

Author:

JohnettaWade Morrison
314 Gentry Hall
University of Missouri
Columbia, MO 65211
MoOrTiSonj @missouri.edu

Abdtract:

Early careand education in Ghana, West Af-
ricaisgrowing. Thegovernment isunableto
financialy support the expansion of programs
for children under theageof six, asitisfinding
supporting primary, secondary and tertiary edu-
cationvery difficult. Theneed for out-of-home
programsfor young childrenisconsistently
growing, particularly inurban area. Proprietary
programsare plentiful but many parents need-
ing thiscare cannot afford thefees. Thisposter
sessionwill present theresults of anin-depth
interview with adirector inAccra, the capital
city, whoisusing grassrootseffortsto provide
acareand educationfacility in her community.
Theinformationwill discussparentinvolvement,
programming, teacher training, and supervision
fromthe Ministry of Education.

OMEP

Poster

Session
2004

33

USNC-OMEP




NAEYC
Conference 2004
Anahem, CA
November 12

OMEP Poster Session
2004

34

USNC-OMEP

Titlee Respect, theKey to Raising a
Self Confident Child in China: A
Revolutionary Idea

Author:

Diane Suskind
Department of Education
Fitchburg State College
Fitchburg, MA
dsuskind@admin.fsc.edu

Abdgtract:

The poster sessionwill present theauthor’s
invited work in sharing the RI E philosophy to
themedical staff, nurses, and studentsat
Shanghal Children’sHospital and \Wenzhou
Medica College, TaizhouHospitd, Linhai,
Zhgjiang Province, ChinaSummer. A
PowerPoint presentation will accompany the
poster. Participantswill beableto view
young childrenin child care, my first Parent-
n-Me classat Pudong Hospital in Shangha,
infant massage, and baby swimming.

Title: Children of theMist:
EnculturationinaNew Zealand
Kohnaga Rea (language nest
preschool)

Author:

Maxine Bauermeister

College of Education and Human Sciences
23 Henzlik Hall

University of Nebraska

Lincoln, NE 68588-0355

mbauerme ster3@unl.edu

Abdgract:

The purpose of thisethnographic study wasto
discover and interpret how agroup of Maori
children experience enculturation in aNew
Zealand language nest school. Datacollection
took place over asix-monthtime period at a
preschool inarural areaof New Zealand. The
samplewaspurposefully sdlected andinvolved
approximately 25 young Maori children. Re-
aultsof thisstudy indicated that children attend-
ing thelanguage nest preschool were mesting
thetwo primary goals set by the TeKohanga
ReoNationd Trust: tolearntheMaori language
and to become part of thetraditional culture.
Information fromthisresearch hasimplications
for usein early childhood programs such as
Head Start, English as a Second Language,
English Language L earners, and other diverse
settingswith childrenfrom different cultures/or
countries.



Title: Valuingand Supporting Children
Each Month:
A Project of OMEP-USNC

Authors

Dorothy Sailor

Fullerton College
Fullerton, CA 92832
Dorothysailor@juno.com

LitaHaddal

Child Care Information Center
2109 S. Stoughton Road
Madison, WI 53716

lita haddal @dpi .state.wi.us

Abstract:

OMEP Children’s Day, November 20, isa
nationa holiday that beganin 2003 to honor al
children and to promote abetter understand-
ing of their needsand rights ashuman beings.
Thedatewas chosen to coincidewith theday
in1989 whenthe UN ConventionontheRights
of the Child wasadopted. Asan International
Organization, OMEP bringsabroad perspec-
tivetothisprogram.

Project Goals
1. Promote and expand OMEP Children’s
Day inorder to:
a increaserespect and improve conditions
for dl children throughout theyear
b. work towards the U.S. passage of the
Convention on the Rights of the Child
(CRC) and
c. theimplementationin the classroomand
thehomeof someof theserights.
2. Work to have this become an interactive
project.

Project Description

Each month therewill be asuggested theme
and activitiesto help children and adultsin-
creasetheir understanding and appreciation

of each other. Activitiesof childrenin other
countrieswill beincluded. Themes will be
based on eventsin children'slivesand their basic
needs, such as:
holidaysand celebrations,
waysto understand friendswho arediffer-
ent,
focusngononeof themany basicchildren’s
rightsfound inthe UN Convention onthe
Rightsof the Child, i.e., aright toaname
and ahome, healthy food, physical and
emotiona protection, hedthand health ser-
vices, an education, aright toleisure, play,
and culturd activities, and many others. See
the UN Convention on the Rights of the
Childfor other basicrights- www.omep-
usnc.org or www.unicef.org.

A themeand activitiesfor one month will be
on the poster and then on the website. For
eachtheme, genera goals, learning outcomes
for thechildren, and suggested resourceswill
belisted. Inaddition, for someof theactivities
therewill be backgroundinformation, waysto
involvethe children, theadult’s rolefor the
activity, learning outcomesfor thechildren, and
resourcesrequired for theactivity.

Future of Project

Throughout theyear, the Children’'sDay
Committeewill provideavariety of activities
that should stimulate di scuss on and encour-
agenew ideas. Withteachers, community
workers, and parentssharing their children’s
activities, theproject will continueand also
be enriched. The committee would liketo
receive picturesand descriptionsof activities
and projectswith children that could be
shared onthe OMEP-USNC website. They
inviteresponsesfrom early careand educa-
tion professiona s nationwide and suggest
documentationsof individua Children’'sDay
cel ebrations be presented as OM EP Poster
sessionsat futureNAEY C conferences.
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March 10-12, 2005

2nd I nter national Conferenceon Positive Behav-
ior Support

Tampa, Florida

Phone: (570) 387-6340

Email: abmstaley @verizon.net

Web: http://www.apbs.org

ThisAssociation for Positive Behavior Support con-
ference is designed for families and professionals,
offering information and research that contributes
to successful applications of Positive Behavior Sup-
port (PBS). The agenda is designed to encourage
networking and collaboration for future devel opment
of research, practice, and systems changes in the
field of PBS.

M ar ch 23-26, 2005

TheFutureof Education — Gover nment, Peda-
gogy, and Practice

Washington, D.C.

Phone: (301) 570-2111 or (800) 423-3563

Fax: (301) 570-2212

Email: conference@acei.org

Web: http://www.acel .org/confex03.htm

The Association for Childhood Education Interna-
tional Annual Conference & Exhibitionisfor class-
room teachers, principals, school board members,
teacher educators, university students, child care
personnel, other caregivers and related profession-
als. Symposia topics: funding and resources, cur-
rent issues, innovative ideas that improve teacher
training, technical and professional development.

April 1-3, 2005

Laqualité Un seul mouvement, unemémepassion
Saint-Hyacinthe, Quebec, Canada

Phone: (450) 672-8826

Email: colloque@rcpem.com

Web: http://www.rcpem.com/

Quality child care is the theme of this conference,
organized by Regroupment des centres de |a petite
enfance de la Montérégie. Workshops will be held
on topics such as partnership and research, and the
rolethey play in delivering high quality care.

April 6 -8, 2005

The5th World Conferenceon Early Childhood
Education

Morelia, Mexico

Sponsored by the World Association of Early Child-
hood Educators (Spanish)

Web: www.waece.org/morelia

April 11-15, 2005

2005Annual M eeting of theAmerican Educa-
tional Research Association:

Demogr aphy and Democracy intheEraof
Accountability

Montréal, Canada

Phone: (202) 223-9485

Email: 2005annual mtg@aera.net

Web: http://www.aera.net/annual meeting/?d=282
Understanding the convergence of three trends—
increasing diversity among studentswithin the con-
text of disparitiesin achievement and resources, in-
creasing tension regarding therole of educationina
democracy, and increasing accountability through
testing—requires thoughtful and purposeful exami-
nation. Thegoal of thisconferenceisto examinethe
full range of perspectives on these critical issues as
presented by researchers in the United States and
thelarger international community.

May 10-13, 2005

High/Scopel nter national Confer ence2005
Ypsilanti, Michigan

Contact: High/Scope Foundation

Phone: (301) 570-2111 or (800) 423-3563

Fax: (301) 570-2212

Email training@highscope.org

Web: http://www.highscope.org/
TrainingConferences/M ay T rai ning/mainpage.htm
The High/Scope Foundation presents an annual
training conferencein Ypsilanti, Michigan, wherethe
Foundation headquarters is located. Teachers and
trainers from throughout the U.S. and other coun-
tries choose from avariety of sessions on the High/
Scope educational approach.

May 17-20, 2005

World Forumon Early Care& Education
Montreal, Quebec, Canada

Contact: Child Care Information Exchange

Phone: (800) 221 2864

Email: info@childcareexchange.com

Web: http://childcareexchange.com/institute/
Sponsored by World Forum Foundation, this
conference brings together peers from 80 nations
dealing with the same professional challenges:
training, parent education, advocacy, fundraising,
evaluation, and leadership.

May 26-28, 2005

Caring Together: Srength in Partner ship
Richmond, British Columbia, Canada

Contact: Early Childhood Educatorsof BC

Phone: (604) 709-6063

Email: ecebc@direct.ca

Web: http://www.cfc-ef c.ca/ecebe/conf.htm

Early Childhood Educators of B.C. will be hosting
this three-day conference in partnership with the
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Coalition of Child CareAdvocatesof B.C., theB.C.
Association of Child Care Services and the
Westcoast Childcare Resource Centre. Further in-
formation on this conference will be posted as plan-
ning continues.

June 2-5, 2005

Plan-it Quality

Regina, Saskatchewan, Canada

Contact: Shauna Coons

Phone: (306) 798-2910

Email: coons@siast.sk.ca

Web: http://www.cccf-fcsge.ca/lEvents/images/
conf2005_poster_final_B& W.pdf

The National Conference on Early Childhood Learn-
ing and Child Care provides an opportunity to ad-
dress the issue of quality in all aspects of a child's
environment. Global leaders will be exploring the
topic of quality physical and learning environments
for al children asreflected in the Canadian mosaic:
wherever they live- inurban, rural, northern commu-
nities, and whoever they are- infants, toddlers,
preschoolers, school-age, Aboriginal, multicultural,
and special needs.

June 26-29, 2005-02-07

New per spectivesin Cognitiveand I nteercultural
L earning: From Preschool Education to I nforma-
tion Society

Prague, Czech Republic

Phone: +420 311 672461

Fax: +420311 671308

Email: info@svatojanskakolej.cz

Web: http://www.svatojanskakol gj.cz/html/
2005c¢ircular.htm

Aninternational conference on education organized
by S. John’s College in cooperation with OMEP,
Czech National Committee, marking the 10th anni-
versary of the founding of S. John’s College. The
special aim of thisconferenceisto start communica-
tion and the exchange of experience between the
two distant ends of the Eurasian continent, the Far
East and the European Union, regarding new ap-
proaches to the whole process of cognitive educa-
tion from preschool to adulthood in an intercultural
information society.

June 29-July 3, 2005

Childhoods 2005 Odlo: Children and Youthin
Emerging and Transfor ming Societies

Osdo, Norway

Contact: Randi Weaardahl

Phone: (011) 4722855348

Fax: (011) 4722858241

Email: childhoods@uv.uio.no

Web: http://childhoods2005.uio.no/index.htm
Sonsored by the University of Oslo (UiO), the Nor-
wegian Socia Research (NOVA) and the Childwatch

_— N

International Research Network (CWI1), this global
conference addresses the world of modern childhood
and youth- where new ethno-cultural encounters,
technology and globalization shape the structure of
social change, new childhoods and the lives of chil-
dren and young people. The purpose of thisevent is
to place childhood in a global perspective and pro-
vide an opportunity for child researchersfrom differ-
ent disciplines around the world to strengthen and
increaseinternational scientific cooperation.

July 10-15, 2005

Seminar Of TheWorld Organization For Preschool
Education (OMEP)

7th International M eeting on I nitial and Preschool
Education of TheL atin American Center of Refer-
encesfor Preschool Education (CEL EP)

World Assembly and M ecting of TheOM EPExecutive
Havana, Cuba

Contact: AnaMaria Siberio Gbmez

Phone: (537) 202-2259

Fax:. (537) 204\-5242

Email: celep@rimed.cu/ celep@ceniai.inf.cu

Email: omep2005@desoft.cu

Web: http://www.loseventos.cu/omep2005

Web: http://www.omep.org.uk/
“The educational process for the development of the

early childhood: its relevance and quality.”

Seminar topics: General principles sustaining the edu-
cational process conception; relevance of the educa-
tional processin the institution, family and commu-
nity; ways of organizing the educational process ac-
tivities; role of gamesin the educational process; the
educator needed to achieve an educational process
of quality; evaluation of the educational process;
educational processin action: institution, family and
community; scientific research aimed toimprove qual-
ity of the educational process.

Call for papersdeadline May 31, 2005.

September 28-October 1, 2005

K aleidoscope: Changing Il magesof Childhood —
Early Childhood Australia’sBiennial Conference
Brisbane, Australia

Contact: Early Childhood Australia

Phone: + 61 7 3368 2644

Fax: +617 33693731

Email: eca2005@ccm.com.au

Web:; http://www.eca2005.com/homepage.html

A conference to explore creative and inventive ap-
proaches to early childhood education, sessions in-
clude: popular culture and technologies, cultural di-
versity, changing relationshipsin early childhood edu-
cation and young children’s health.

| nternational Conferences



Oneof my objectivesfor my early childhood
coursesat theUniversity of Wisconsn Oshkosh
isawareness of advocacy activitiesthat can
positively changethesocia environment of chil-
drenandfamilies. Inorder to accomplishthis
activity, studentsarerequired to select an ac-
tivity to take an active stand to better thefield
and gain understanding of young children and
their familiesthrough first hand experiences.
Initidly my studentswho arevery busy work-
ing to pay for their education moan about what
to do and how they will find thetime. After
wondering what to do, suggestions are made
asto how they can accomplishthisactivity in
their community.

Hereisasampling of some of theworthy ad-
vocecy activitiesthat wereaccomplishedinthe
fdl 2004:

“| helped to organize the Mr. Rodgers Memo-
rial Sweater Drive 2004 at my current student
placement in Milwaukee. Thedriveworksto
collect swesatersfor familieswho cannot afford
to buy them themselves. Most of dl, fromthis
experiencel learned that peopleare very gen-
erouswhen it comesto helping othersintheir
community.”

Tiffany Wolff

“ For our advocacy activity wechosetore- ¥
model and redecorate the nursery room of i
theAppleton Evangelical FreeChurch. This &
project included making the nursery room :
moreinviting, friendly, and developmentally "~
gppropriate. Theremodel wentwonderfully
and everyone at the church was very ap-
preciative.” |
Amy Brannan, Erin Mohr, Shanalyn Verty, B
JuliaSchroeder :
“For my advocacy | playedinacharity bas- i
ketball game. Themoney raised from the

basketbal| gamewent to hel p the Boysand 1
GirlsClub of Fonddu Lac. It wasgresat to
seethechildrenfromtheBoysand GirlsClub
at the game. Then | got achance to see g

whom themoney wasgoingto help.” |
Michael Nesterick, Kindergarten Teacher N
i

| waselated to seemy studentsassumelead-
ership positionsin promoting the causes of i
childrenand families. For truly thisisone of

theresponsbilitiesof futureteachers- to be :
an advocatefor children andtheir families. i

Lenore Peachin Wineberg Ed.D :
University of Wisconsin Oshkosh i
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Global Sudent Teaching:
Experience Lifein Another
Culture

United Nationsin your
curriculum?

Since 1989, the Global Student Teaching
program (GST) hasoffered 1115 prospective
teachers, from 61 universities, the opportunity
to complete student teaching requirementsin
severad regionsof theworld. GST expandsthe
range of student teaching optionsand offersa
unique opportunity for prospectiveteachersto
develop their teaching abilitiesand expand
their cultural awareness.

Can children understand the power, the po-
tential, and the challengesfacing today’s
United Nations, the one organizationinthe
world that representstheinterests, conflict-
ing though they may be, of hundreds of na-
tionsof theworld?

When planning conferences, why notinclude
some sessionsthat focus on how to teach
about the United Nationsto different grade
levels, UN resources, and UN associations
indifferent partsof your state?

If you or someoneyou know isinterestedin
becoming aGloba Student Teacher, visit hitp:/
Iww.globalgt.org for moreinformation.

If teachers would like a FREE COPY of
some historic dlides of the United Nations
that have been put into a Powerpoint for-
mat, together with pertinent notesand dis-
cussion questions, contact Richard Franz,

Another Way to Have Friends chadmfranz@yahoo.com
andvisit the UN web pagefor e ementary

All Over the World kids United Nations CyberSchoolBus

Opportunities

The United Nations CyberSchoolBusisan

Headed for acountry where you don't know a ~ €xcellentresourcefor global educators. This
livingsoul? AsaSERVASmember,onemay leave ~ Sitefeaturesalargevariety of resources, cur-
on ajourney with pagesof addresses. SERVAS  ficulumprojects, games, and activitiesabout
is a peace-builder network of 14,000 homes  currentissuesof international importancein-

around theworld where peoplewelcometravel-  cludinghumanrights, theenvironment, land
arscommitted to ideal s of peace. mi nes, urbani Zation, and health. The

CyberSchoolBusispresented in English,
To find out how to become a SERVAStraveler Spanish, and French.

(and get addresses) or aSERVAShost (andre- ~ Web site: http://www.un.org/Pubs/
ceivetravelers- but only at your convenience), go CvberSchoolBus
to: www.usservas.org

USSERVASINC,

11 John Street, Suite 505
NY, NY 10038

Phone: 212-267-0252
Fax: 212-267-0292 39

Emall: infor@usservas.org m
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